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Commission of Inquiry into the Diaphragm Wall and Platform Slab Construction
works at the Hung Hom Station Extension under the Shatin to Central Link Project

Wednesday, 7 November 2018

(10.01 am)

MR PUN WAI SHAN (affirmed in Punti)

Cross-examination by MR KHAW (continued)

MR KHAW: Good morning, Mr Pun.

Just to go back to where we finished yesterday, you
very helpfully told us that if Fang Sheung workers had
to cut a particular part of the rebar for testing -- we
are talking about the general rebar, not the coupler
rebar -- it was done at your bending yard. Do you
remember that?

e

So it was done before the bar fixing work was actually
carried out; right?

e

The bending yard, according to my understanding, was
located somewhere also in the construction site of the
SCL project; is that right?

TR -

Along the waterfront?

%

Yesterday, you also talked about BOSA's involvement
regarding the materials.

If we can take a look at the transcript of

yesterday, page 126, line 17 -- you said:
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"Let me explain this here. BOSA itself does not
have any rebars. The rebars were delivered by us, that
is by the -- the tested rebars were delivered by us to
BOSA in accordance with the bending schedule so they
could prepare the threads they need to prepare."

Now, am I correct to say that in that case, BOSA was
only responsible for doing the threading on the rebars
of the couplers already cut by Fang Sheung at the bar
bending yard; is that correct?

E o
BOSA was not responsible for doing any cutting for such
rebars?

e

Thank you.

We know all the steel bars, either steel bars in
general or the bars for the couplers, had already been
cut and prepared in accordance with the specifications
and requirements set out in the bar bending schedule
before they were delivered to the site for the bar
fixing work; right?

B o
So am I correct to say that usually, in that case, it
would be highly unlikely for such rebars to be further

cut on site during the bar fixing process?

UEIEE -
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Q.

If we can go back to one of your answers to

Mr Pennicott's questions yesterday, and that was in
relation to whether the red machine that you saw, the
red cutting machine that you saw yesterday, here, was
used for cutting a particular section of a rebar to be
sent out for testing. Do you remember that?

% e

If we can take a look at the transcript again, the
transcript of yesterday, page 28, after line 6:

"Can I just ask you this, Mr Pun, about that
passage. You refer to a portable electric shear. Can
you describe the piece of equipment that was used to do
that cutting for the testing?

Answer: About the testing of the rebars, we cannot
use the bar fixing machine to cut the bar for testing
because if we use that machine, it would have a force",
which would have the effect of deforming the steel bar;
that's what you said, right?

TAIEE -

So, in relation to the cutting that you mentioned here,
you were actually referring to the cutting done at the
bar bending yard, not the bar fixing place; is that

correct?
TEREE -

If I can then discuss with you one of the answers you

have given to the police in the police statement. If we
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can take a look at E6/1595.9. I can just give you the
Chinese version; it's E1594. That is the Chinese
version, regarding answer 15.

You told us yesterday that regarding this answer 15,
at bullet point 3, in relation to electric shear, that
was a mistake, that is what you told us, right; do you
remember that?

T o

Because you clarified with us that what you were
referring to in fact was not the threaded rebar on the
coupler but in fact rebar in general; right?

MEIEE -

Pausing here, if I can take you to look at one of your
answers to Mr Chairman's questions put to you yesterday
afternoon -- if we can go to the transcript of yesterday
again, page 121. Mr Chairman asked you:

"Can I ask you this. You've spoken about cutters
and others have spoken about other types of machinery
which they call grinders. 1In your line of work, is it
common to see them being used at the workplace?"

Just a moment. I will just finish your answer first.
Your answer was:

"This equipment is used frequently. It's a

hand-held piece of equipment. The industry -- it's a

tool used in our industry. Because the bars, when it's
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taken out from the yard, some -- there are some
unforeseen circumstances, for example the CJ
[construction joint] it might be of unexpected length
and we cannot install the bar, then we will use the
hand-held tool to help us to cut the bar ..."

Let's stop here first. Here, were you saying that
even after the bars were delivered to the bar fixing
place, you would still be required to cut the bars
because some of them might be too long or not previously
cut in accordance with the correct specifications? 1Is
that what you are trying to tell us?

A. f&e

CHAIRMAN: I'm sorry, could I ask: how often would that
occur? Several times a day? Once a month?

A, TBREEESEAE > —EH— - FIR0E -

CHAIRMAN: All right. But you've said earlier -- and
counsel has referred you to that -- that cutters are
used frequently at the work site, at the fixing place.

Why else would they be used?

A. I cutyiispacer bar » ZEEH{FHE spacer blockMBE T mME{E
"EMER o FOEEAA U -

MR KHAW: Let me just try to understand your answer step by
step. Now, earlier on this morning, when I asked you:
you know that before the materials were delivered to the

site for the bar fixing work, the bars had all been cut
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A.

according to the specifications; and then you said,
therefore, it is highly unlikely that the bars would
need to be cut on the site during the bar fixing work.
Do you remember that?

W (% [ FI SE A MRS - P i L RS E A fhEs - HefEis -

Let's wait, Mr Pun. That's not really my question. My
question was, earlier on, you said, during the bar
fixing process, since the materials had already been
previously cut according to the specifications, it would
be highly unlikely for the bars to be further cut at the
site during the bar fixing work; do you remember that?
That is your answer earlier given to us.

E o
So if here, in answer to Mr Chairman's question, if you
were referring to bars which were too long, right, too
long, which might need to be cut at the site during the
bar fixing work, were you referring to the general steel
bars which would be used for reinforcement, or the
"sifu" bars that you referred us to yesterday? It's the
general rebars that need to be cut or the "sifu" bar?

U RS - MEM RS - FuhiaRE T AR AR - TR E cutky -
So the cutter on site during the bar fixing process was

used to cut the "sifu" bar; right?

Rl - F7 38

CHAIRMAN: All right. Sorry, just help me again, in case
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I've got this wrong. What are spacer bars used for?

AL Bl R B (A T OEE R A A (e e s o i B> {E R
el fEZ Ak cover » Al spacer block bl —MfEFFHM AL
—{PREMEEL - PR IOVE T RS AR - HRE]EE - WERATHE S (e Al B S, -

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Can I -- please tell me if I've got
this right -- my understanding is the spacer bars are to
ensure that the reinforcement bars are at the correct
spacing, so they are something that you fix in order to
make sure that the reinforcement bars are the correct
distance apart. Is that correct?

A. HIFHEREE: > 12 EIEAEZ A cover °

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: So the correct distance apart and
the correct cover, which means the distance between the
edge of the concrete pour and the reinforcement, so the
correct cover as well as the correct distance apart; is
that correct?

A. ke

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Okay. And what I've heard you say
is that the cutter is used generally for cutting those
spacer bars -- do you say "sifu" bars? -- generally for
cutting the spacer bars, and very occasionally for
cutting normal reinforcement that for whatever reason is
too long; is that what you're saying?

A, fke

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: That's what I understood. Thank
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you.

MR KHAW: Thank you.

So, in relation to the "sifu" bar -- let's see if my
limited understanding of this works -- the "sifu" bar
was used to kind of provide support for placing the
steel bars, the main reinforcement steel bars; is that

correct?
TR -

Usually, the "sifu" bars would actually sit on certain
saddles, metallic saddles or plastic saddles; is that
right?

AR AR spacer block e

Concrete blocks.

Concrete block.

And one of the functions of the spacer bar was to ensure
that the reinforcement bars would not be easily bent or
displaced when people, for example, work on or walk on
such reinforcement bar; am I right?

L o

So, just to complete this point, the "sifu" bar actually
does not form any part of the reinforcement bar, they
simply act as support for the reinforcement bars?

IEEIEE o

So am I right in saying that in general, there is really

no need to have to cut the "sifu" bars; am I right?
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AL UE(R o RURMANKET{E SR FoA U IR R 0o (- - Femtim 5 S iEgk 41 . 50K -
PR s B P25 17 e 25 R A8 — — 2R TR (e SR -

Q. But the "sifu" bars do not have to fit a particular
specification or length; am I correct?

A. DEFREEL -

Q. So even if it is too long, it can still work as
a support for the reinforcement bars placed above the
"sifu" bar; am I right?

A, TEEE

CHAIRMAN: Sorry, but if you are trying to keep the
reinforcing bars the correct distance apart from each
other, which you say would normally be 1.5 metres, might
you not need to cut these "sifu" bars just to ensure
that, depending on the location, if perhaps you need
a little less than 1.5 metres, you can trim that bar?

MR PENNICOTT: It's 150 millimetres.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Yes, I'm not sure where this
1.5 metres is coming from. I think the centres are
150 millimetres, is that correct, generally?

MR PENNICOTT: Yes.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry to interrupt.

CHAIRMAN: ©No, no. You've put that into the correct
context. Thank you very much.

I am just wondering, perhaps simplistically, you

have reinforcing bars going this way (demonstrating) --
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I am putting my hands out in front of me -- they need to
be kept the correct distance from each other, so you put
bars in the middle, going this way (demonstrating); is
that right?

A, HRR(EERRE - HEE -

CHATRMAN: Underneath.

A, HRsERIRE - TEfR(Rlong barMfffi(E(E » HUREHEEFIHMEE . . .

CHAIRMAN: All right. So you don't actually have -- so
let's take two reinforcement bars going like this
(demonstrating with two highlighter pens) -- you don't
actually have another one that you trim that goes in the
middle and actually holds them apart, not like that?

A, IR TEG o (R N -

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry, Mr Khaw, I just need to
understand this.

MR KHAW: Of course.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Can I just ask -- so these "sifu"
bars that are underneath the main reinforcement, is the
reason for you cutting them because they have to fit
into the space? Why do you have to cut the "sifu" bars?

What is the need for cutting the "sifu" bars?

AL URMETESR - FBhARTT TE RS > KBRS SRR - RIEHE %7
WE KI8T > TRt {% 77 (¥ H Csuppor thi{E spacingEEHi{#Ecover » MZEHUE
i EFBTEA G EEER - H - - FE AN s 1 abEfEERr -

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Yes, I understand that, but I'm
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trying to understand why they have to be cut, and
I think what you're telling me is it's because they come
in random lengths and so you therefore have to cut them
to the length that you require on site; is that correct?
A, TERE > RRIRBEET i bar (RREE12 metre—{RI - Fr AR SEET -
COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Thank you. I understand.
CHAIRMAN: Now, are spacer bars different in their make-up
from ordinary reinforcing bars?
A, AT57RIEE -
CHAIRMAN: So they are the same steel reinforcing bar, and
presumably you know how many and at what length you need

to have them before you start doing the work?

A, IRUEA THEMAMIET(FS - N RME small barlf - AT16 - {FAHFRELE -
T160H A -
CHATIRMAN: So you calculate how many you need, you calculate

the length of them, and you are able to charge for the

work that you do in respect of laying them?
A, fTSEETHRVEMY - UEMYATEEST - AR AR . .
CHAIRMAN: You don't charge for doing any work in laying

them?
A.  fRIT{EHEE Csuppor tifi{Ecove r[EHMHH{Espacing °
CHAIRMAN: All right. So it's built into the sort of work

you do?

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Just so that I can understand it
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further -- sorry to labour this point but I think it's
quite important -- you're telling us that they are

16 millimetres' diameter, which is much thinner than the
normal reinforcement; is that correct? The "sifu" bars,
did you say they are 16 millimetres' diameter?

A, fko B 1785 0 AR -

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Thank you. And you don't schedule
these? These are not part -- when you schedule the
reinforcement and you tell Leighton what lengths that
you require, do you schedule the "sifu" bars or do you

just order a quantity to arrive in 12 metre lengths?

AL IRUEEEST RIS A (E G TR AL o PR R WE PR (4 P e 1.2
me t relfFibar L THI5 - ST A cut MEMEMFERSEL - K R --
HEIVE EIRE RS R - B TR RS B S -

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: So they are always delivered in
12 metre lengths; is that what you are telling us?

A, AT5E - Fempy Ry 1 2ok A FHEBFE IR EIEE L K cut

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Thank you. Now I understand.

MR KHAW: Can I just clarify a few more points with you on
this. When you brought in the "sifu" bars onto the site
for bar fixing work, you knew the dimensions in relation
to each bay; is that right?

A, T3k

Q. So you ought to have known whether the "sifu" bars could

actually fit into a particular bay or not, before the
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"sifu" bars were actually brought in; is that correct?
WA (A R e (T e T P 550l (1 B DA 0 > Foi T NS WE BBk ET - BEE 2
DRI Rs P St 1 > B AMEY L app 1 ngMH{E{i—E BA R AT R T

{E > {ElappingBiFFEMHARRR SR - BT AGIE(E Al > E(Elapping

MR I T — € SRS — ok - WERE S — 1k - FEMEGIHARS L 0 BT
coverlfer o

But the position of the lapping had already been fixed
in accordance with the design; right?

Weflillappingfir - fAMf -

So you knew about the positions of the lapping, you knew
about the dimensions of each particular bay. Is there
any reason why the "sifu" bars, if it was necessary to
cut them into a particular dimension, why were they not

cut at the bar bending yard?

PRI Ry e — (] - 5 — B MR — — Wi (R i {1 - — e o [ 4 A i
W CIfirEA 2/ VIE(E] - B LA - - BOgE & - - G s h R T VE R RS
BN SO - RIS CKECIR FREME A A MR L ~ W PRATE R AR -
IS (% — — B (AR ITE 18] (A 4 R

You agree that this issue regarding "sifu" bar has never
been mentioned in any of your previous statements; do
you agree?

s o

Let's go to another point or perhaps another answer that

you gave in your police statement. E1595.9 again,
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answer 11; the Chinese version at E1593. We have looked
at this already, but there are a few more questions that
I would like to ask you on this.

In the middle of your answer All, can you see the
sentence starting from "In reality"?

"In reality, sometimes there were not enough rebars
with type A threads, and there was a chance that workers
would replace them with rebars of type B threads, so
that even when the rebars were completely screwed into
the couplers, part of the threads would still remain
exposed."

Do you see that?

IR ©

Here you said "in reality", so you are talking about
what happened as a matter of fact, do you agree, not as
a matter of guess; do you agree?

IR TS DI BRIy (2 - UE(E (TR fhE TR -

So you agree, and I believe that was your answer given
to us yesterday, that is, when you were talking about
this cutting type B rebars and then replace them -- and
put them on the type A couplers, your answer given to us
yesterday was that what you stated here was not
something that you saw or even heard of; do you remember
that?

UEUEE - %

But if we can look at the question in this respect,
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question 11 -- the gquestion was:

"When you were inspecting Hung Hom Station, have you
ever seen or heard anyone using machinery to cut short
the threaded rebars in order to pretend that the rebars
have been screwed into the couplers?"

The question specifically asked you to state what
you saw or heard; do you see that?

6] -

So are you now telling us that you were in fact not
answering the question when you were giving answer All?
e

You were simply stating what you imagined to be the case
to the police?

1188 -

Without any basis whatsoever?

Mr Pun, it seems to me that this imagination did not
only appear once, it appeared more than once. If we can
take a look at your interview by the MTR now. It's
B5/3082.5, that is the Chinese version. The English
version is at 3082.15.

If we can go to this particular time slot, starting
from 15:30. On the English transcript -- the English
transcript is not the full transcript; it is only

a summary of what has been transcribed in Chinese -- but
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if I can take everyone to the English version first.

Mr Pun, you can take a look at the Chinese version
and then we can have a discussion.

Here it said:

"Regarding media reports on cutting of rebars."

Your answer was:

"Let me explain the cutting of rebars, may I? The
only reason was that the coupler was bent/damaged.
There was no other motivation for cutting rebars."

Then:

"Secondly, another possibility was [type A and
type B threads]. If there was insufficient bars of
type A threads, we would use that of type B but the
threads would stick out and it would not be acceptable.
If it was my workers cutting the rebars, possible that
they were just shortening the type B threads into type A
threads."

Now, do you remember saying something along that

line in the interview by the MTR?
A. H-e

Q. So am I correct to say that since the same scenario that
you described did not just appear once, it appeared
twice, there must have been basis, some basis, for you
to say this; is that right?

A, WIR—EETIHE - PRI RVE - - BIIRAREHE - TET R EEE PR TE) - IEEA

F M -
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Q.

So am I right in saying that you must have seen
something, you must have heard something, which would
enable you to give us such details regarding type A
couplers, type B couplers, why type B couplers would
need to be cut? You must have seen or you must have
heard something; right?

PMENI=15% ~ VU--FE0EEs - EMYIRAREH - FRpk H EBREEEE - 2Rt — - DATRIER
SCERIBE > (RBRVE b - - SEHTIRAREH » gRfAFRe BRI o2 @R cut{ERE
% o

Thank you. Now, here you are talking about your
experience, so are you now telling us that according to
your experience, there were in fact incidents where your
workers had to cut type B threaded bars and then put
them onto type A couplers? Is that what you are trying

to tell us?
IEGEFRATHIEE AT RE - FRATUE(EFRAR R R

Thank you.

Now, earlier on this morning, you told us that BOSA
supplied couplers to you, but BOSA in fact was only
responsible for doing the threading. The cutting had
previously been all done by you; is that right?
0B -

So it is highly unlikely that there would be situations
where there was miscalculation regarding the number of

type A couplers and type B couplers that were delivered
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to the site for bar fixing work; would you agree?
shesgiT ) > vae -

So you still cannot tell us whether there was even one
single incident where workers cut type B threaded parts
and put them on to type A couplers? You can't tell us;
right?

1788 -

Thank you.

If we can look at another reason that you provided
for cutting the threaded rebars, according to what you
said at the interview with MTR. If I can take you to,
again, B5, page 3082.16. I'm just trying to find the
Chinese version for you. It's 3082.6.

Now, here you were asked about the NCR, do you
remember, the NCR in December 2015 that I believe you
talked about yesterday?
st
Then the question relates to the cutting of rebars
regarding that particular or those particular incidents
covered under the NCR. Do you remember that?

g -

Since the English translation of the transcribed
contents is only a summary, if I may refer to the
Chinese version bit by bit, and then I may need to

trouble the interpreter to interpret that particular
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part of the interview, which is about two or three
minutes.

If we can now go to that particular part of the
transcript, just to understand what you said at that

time. 3082.6 -- T will read slowly:
"R SCEEEE AR — AR (B ? ) AcutEIErE  H{E %
B AERL %201 54212 H B EZ S UHE A —(ENINCRASVZ 2 » THufEREET
AHREIEZ A cut Ve SR - THRBRIEZ L RS — ORIEREE - THRRE -
B {5 Y, F B 7 I g - (B 2
This is your answer:

"er. .. JEZIAHEE > er(BfATAH. . . RAE. . TR RIEFRS S
B cutny i

Question: 1%

Answer:  WAFEWEREAFRBH RIF LA (A bt S e ] S P i A
EFAEEE - FrLARIRS ORI » HYE . . BT84 LRI resul t 3
st {E A A T P 2R

Question: (HEAEIUAEFEA ?

Answer: ERERGIISIFIE - [FHKcoupler{hENrEf

Question: IHFAEIE ?

Answer: REKE

Question: JAEIE?

Answer: JARIBIERHEMEMISRIE . . . S5 —1e ribARHETHR -
Fe B H B e r R B EHEEM o WM T ELI SR AT - AR EATRE
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W TR THE AT T e EEhF
Question:  HHFRZMIHH LR (RaE (Rt ARG 2
Answer: (&I - FrLAEHEEBRIUT (FH 2 ) ERrECEEE
Question: ({Hfh.. (REGHGESEN HBMEMNCR - HEAK
HBIT R ?) R A EE IR A 720 S a5 IR R IE ?
Answer: er...[EBZEHAcut o Hcutlf > cutfEsiK

Question: fhkcut er...
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Question: cutJEWEmLF ?
Answer: {RUF - (BRI - (B AP R ETEE . . .
There is something inaudible here.
- - RPN A SE S RROEE] - e K1k
Question: (EAHAHE2&(E5Z1E
Answer: {REE
Question: ...3Z > {RAEB?
Answer: ASFIEZE
Question: ANIREL » {H{HEcutiiss
Answer: {&WF...H...E
Question: JRRMARN Bl (AR BB ASEHIFT Plcut b
Answer: AWM. . fR.. fB.. (BEEA _CMESGE S RE T SHE S AL
Question:
Answer: MRBK ARG AME (EE % %%
Question: RM&{EMN T AU Gl 3 2RI %) > RSB

ETHNE R A S S A A L - TR AL sk 2 . CERMA ? )
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BE T BBEEE] - S AT AR 2 R R A e 2
Answer: er...TREARRME (kMR IEEIBH AN G (RO B

Question: ok

Question: RMARMA#EHRFler K% » HUFHEBEFIAZL » HYEE -
Flecut R ilcut—F0E » AHAER cut 2 cut 28 2

Question: cut#%%Ze

Answer: cutZZLIBHILF

Question: MEBHIY ? HIFFEM fcut BF ?

Answer: AN

Question: AL

Question: cut AN - ok {HE&REWRNUIER ?

Answer: {&FEf&. ..

Question: HEIFLGLILE

Answer: HUEUGEEUSA AMGEREEE - PG G EHIGEE A A\
B B (R (I 25— VDA () - [N R & PR - 20RIRIHAR . . .3

R — {5 M e r EPENE . . .

There is another part inaudible.

"L CBEIHERREE > —IR—IFIHERRSE  tHcoupler[Elcoupler 2 o
couplerldlcoupler ” FEUEA 25 HH HHME(E 5 =] UEA U5 2R A= i {1 R Ay (k]

FeatE IR Bt Pt i T A rIRE AR -

Just to first summarise this part of the interview.

According to the interpretation, it referred to the

reinforcement bars being too tight. Am I correct in
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A.

saying that in fact what you were trying to explain was
that, at that time, the reinforcement bars were too

congested; is that what you are trying to say?

1186 -

CHAIRMAN: By that, do you mean that a number of them came

together at or about the points where they were meant to

go into the couplers on a separated basis?

MR KHAW: Yes. 1If we may have a look at a photo attached to

the NCR, that will give us a clearer picture.

C8143 in Cl2. Perhaps we can take a look at 8147,
one of the photographs attached to the NCR. Mr Pun, if
we can look at this photograph together, can you explain
to us whether this photograph can show the situation
that you just described, ie the reinforcement bars being
too congested? Can this photograph show?
fiefs ZIWER,

Can you explain to us?

A (indicating) » HiWEfktop bar NHEIMARA--#iktop barlf555k
—{E7515 » REEEE] (indicating) NHEIMEMIEAIEITE—SLEL -

For the record, the witness is pointing at --
UEfkcouplerffiWe ALMEMERS » UEEYEFkcoupler. . .

Can I just stop you here.
For the record, the witness is pointing at the

vertical coupler on the left of this photograph.

CHATRMAN: Yes.
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A.  WUefRcouplerfie ik AMlHEs - HEE(Ecoupler (indicating) H#{HE
SPEAKARIBEZ VAR, » WA B R B TR R coup le r /& LHMREIE S -

MR KHAW: Can you also explain to us what you can see from
this photograph regarding some cut couplers with
concrete covered on them?

A. IEffcoupler (indicating) fEZ(4ETENE{Fcoupler °

CHAIRMAN: Which one?

A.  WEHTEHR > BEMARR (indicating) -

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Are you referring to the vertical
bar that's coming down from above? Is that the one that
you say has had cut threads?

A, Bofrofhe

MR KHAW: Can you see any other cut threaded rebars from
this picture?

A, BRIEE]

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry, I don't fully understand this
picture. Am I also seeing some couplers from below
pointing up vertically, actually probably not quite
vertically, with no bar screwed into them? Is that also
what this photograph shows?

MR KHAW: Yes.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: It's probably better if I had the
answer from Mr Pun.

MR KHAW: Yes.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Mr Pun, at the lower part, there
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A.

seems to be a coupler pointing up, not quite vertically,
with no bar screwed into it. Am I seeing that

correctly?

D o

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Okay. I don't understand, actually.

We hear that this was then rectified. I don't
understand how you would rectify the situation like
that, but maybe that will come later. It looks

a nightmare to me.

MR KHAW: Talking about this particular incident, you

A.

Q.

remember you told us yesterday that this was a
workmanship problem; do you remember that?

1188 °

But according to the answer we just heard you gave in
the MTR interview, you said the rebars were cut in order
to pretend that they had been somehow inserted so that
nobody would realise that the couplers were not properly
installed. Do you remember that this is part of your
answer?

A% - WEE (S R - 2FTHE -

We can go back to that particular part, if you want.

CHAIRMAN: Did you not agree, in that answer, that the

A.

threaded parts of the rebar had been cut, or rather the

threaded parts of the rebars, plural, had been cut?

& > BEEIHIAE - 4 -
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CHAIRMAN: And that would have been cut by your workers, or
those cuts would have been made by your workers?

A. BRI {EANCRELAFER -

MR KHAW: Sorry, Mr Pun, going back to my earlier gquestion.
If we can take a look at B3082.7 again, in B5. If I can
ask you to take a look at that particular question again
that you said was put to you by MTR staff, in the

middle -- I will read it out again:

" BIMARE T TSRS il 3 B S ) - RSB TN A
FHEI S g R A AL

Listen carefully to the next sentence:

"I T AR A0SR L B BIAEES N 1T B B E E B (s AR % 25 3L
W M AR B (AR E IR 2

This was the question put to you by MTR staff. Your

answer was:
. FRESHUEZ G 83 BN B B B (A FEZ AT B
That was your answer.

A, REEGERESEE - G- -REMENCR - G EEIRVE R R A IE A
A Z5 A A M R AT T > FRIBEE R SUARTERRET - (EINCR{GE T2 85,
HIBEHEEL -

Q. Sorry, I don't understand at all your answer.

When you attended this interview with the MTR, at
that time, obviously -- obviously -- you knew about this
NCR incident; right?

A, [E R FRGHFEE 2 RS - NCRATESTEEL > P (RAIEE; > —F
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Q. Thank you. So, shortly after the NCR was issued in
December 2015, you were told about the problems found;
am I right?

A. [F-e

Q. Who told you about this incident?

A, (SUEFMVENCRIFERM - FRBHISE - B AR SR A S — IRl TR AR A AR S [F]
AR B AN Pt A R SR S AR o BRES o F AR v RIER S S H T -

Q. So there were representatives from both Leighton and MTR
who talked to you directly about this incident; is that
right?

A, MEGEIGE - FEREE TR HIE ERREAE - PO RRIERMAHER A

Q. So your knowledge of this incident was from Mr Cheung;
right?

A. [BEIEE o

Q. Yesterday, you said, in a rather stern tone, that if
there is cutting of threaded rebars on a site, it is
an insult.

A, EREEEGESNRIS RIS - A R Sus B AT A e - ¥
FIT A AR SR 5T -

Q. When you heard by Mr Cheung about this NCR incident,

were you shocked?

Q. You immediately must have realised that it would have
a great impact on your company, on your business; is

that right?
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A.

Q.

I -
You must have been very keen to find out what actually
happened?

I -

As Fang Sheung's boss, you must have been very eager to
find out, first of all, whether the problems were in
fact caused by your own workers or not; is that right?
WE N FEE S22 A% (I8 A1 A {1 - 2/ D R -

Answer my question, Mr Pun. You were very keen to find
out whether the problems were caused by your workers or
not; if they were not caused by your workers, you should
not be blamed?

PR - & -

And you must have also made enquiry as to what happened;
right?

e (AR LR LA -

So Mr Cheung then reported to you what happened, right,
after his investigation?

%

He confirmed with you that "It was our workers who made
mistakes"; right?

WIEENEM S > BMAERF IR ST -

Sorry, he told you that the mistakes were committed by
Fang Sheung's workers; is that right? Is that what

Mr Cheung told you?
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A, BRI --1SIEEE R A — B (A coup ler (377 58 I AL -

Q. Fair enough. This is what Leighton told Mr Cheung.
This is what Leighton may have told you. But you
certainly wanted to know what was the cause of the
problems?

A. Ao

Q0. So my question was: did Mr Cheung then report back to

you regarding the findings of his investigation?

A. fT-

Q. No-?

A, B5EERE - ESERGEES R - ...

0. (Nodded head) .

A, ... BETIRMEEERGSE o BMAGE AR GTH - - iR GTH I I SRR S T i
fE -

Q. Hang on. Let us not talk about whether the matter was
resolved eventually, how it was resolved. Let's not
talk about that. As the boss of Fang Sheung, you must

have wanted to know what went on on site. What was the

answer you got from Mr Cheung; what went wrong actually?
A, SRAEBUAER LT TR S PRIBSRIE GG R AL - REERIZIHRIMKEC
fEfEEE -
Q. He told you about this problem regarding the congestion

of the reinforcement bars; did he tell you?
A, WO (e - — B (s o ] SR AR B (5[] ST 5

CHAIRMAN: All right, sorry -- I confess, Mr Pun, and
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I don't mean it with disrespect, but we seem to be going
around in circles on what really should have been
a fairly clear situation.
Now, you were told or you knew that an NCR had been

received from Leightons.

A. [0 o

CHATIRMAN: Do you get them every week?

A, (BEFAF > EA(EESHE  AUBGRTER -

CHAIRMAN: Just this one. So they don't come regularly, and
this would have been a serious matter for you?

A, TEBE AN

CHAIRMAN: Good. And what you seem to be saying now is that
the report that you got from your foreman was that there
had been nothing more than a failure to properly and
fully screw in a number of rebars, is that right,
a limited number?

A, f&e

CHAIRMAN: So you were not told anything about any rebar
threads being trimmed?

A, fTEEM o

CHAIRMAN: And you were not told about the fact that it was
impossible to properly fit the rebars because of

congestion of the reinforcing bars?

CHAIRMAN: So you got the NCR, as far as you were concerned,
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simply because your workmen hadn't screwed in otherwise

perfectly okay rebars into properly aligned couplers?

CHAIRMAN: And that was it? They had left a couple of

threads showing?

A, frRoSRERFIE. ..

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. That's all you knew about it, until
you at some later stage made further investigations, and
that's presumably when all this blew up?

A. [EIEE o

CHAIRMAN: And so when you say you knew nothing about this
until you read -- you knew nothing about cutting threads
short until you read it in the media, that's your
evidence, is 1it?

A.  {ENCR{AME P - HEFEERETE > Bt SeknEme - [EIHE A -

CHAIRMAN: All right. So you only knew it when you were
called into the MTRC interview?

A, ke

MR KHAW: Thank you.

Now, according to what we can see --

CHAIRMAN: Sorry, my apologies.

So you knew it then. That must have been a shock?

CHAIRMAN: You hadn't been told by your foreman?

A, REE AN RIS R . .
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CHAIRMAN: All right. The foreman told you on that day.
But that was not the time when you were investigating

the results of the NCR, was it? It was much later?

CHAIRMAN: All right. Are you saying the foreman told you
when the NCR was received and when he looked into it

that there had been cutting of threads?

A, IFAE -
CHAIRMAN: All right. But earlier -- unless I have got this
completely wrong -- you said you only knew about this

when you went into the MTRC interview.

AL WE{E--UEASEEE > T -

CHATIRMAN: I'm obviously misunderstanding something complex,
because on an ordinary reading of this you seem to be
leading me around in circles, and I don't like it. So
I will now adjourn to just ensure that I am not the one

leading myself around in circles, and then we will

return. Do you understand me?
A, MR-
CHAIRMAN: Because it seems to me -- you are the boss of

a business, at some stage, you've been told that rebars
have been cut, and it would seem to me it's not that
difficult to look into the situation, to find out the
truth, and to deal with it. That's called management.

Do you understand me?
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A.

HE -

CHAIRMAN: Management requires understanding the position,

reducing it, to clear parameters, and then dealing with
it, and you don't seem to have done that at all here.
And what I can gain from this, perhaps wrongly, is that
you are trying to mislead this Inquiry, and I don't like
that because the purpose is for the benefit of the

Hong Kong community, not for your benefit.

HEHOAGE, - WRUERE » FROERIZIE] -~ B 1R 1% - St EIZIE IR
T A5 B~ ~IAUE 5 - - e AR - ~UE(EINCRUEE » Ffball Ry TN - &AIUED
RIEE -~ IE RS AE - IE T DI A HE SRR 4 - REHOLHHE - RE

...

CHAIRMAN: I appreciate that and I'm not going to delay

A.

this. We will now have the mid-morning adjournment.

But your evidence is that you would have reprimanded
them for not screwing in the rebars into properly
aligned, perfectly normal couplers. That was their sin,
not screwing them in to the full extent, and no more

than that?

(N

CHAIRMAN: That's as you understood it, you say now?

CHAIRMAN: All right. Thank you.

(11.24 am)

(A short adjournment)
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(11.48 am)

MR KHAW: Mr Pun, if we can go back to what we discussed
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before the morning break. When you were told by

Mr Cheung about the NCR incident, did you even care to
ask Mr Cheung, or anyone else, to let you have a look at
the NCR report or some evidence regarding what happened?

Did you care to even do that?

NCRUMA{E He & HREERSCULE]  BUGRNRFRAESE A HMEE - Bt HERE—E
B-—EXRREEEZ% - SRAEEE - I NELURIELA - - S G RIS A
WEMIH R A 34

Try to stick to my question. My question was, when you
knew about the NCR incident, as Fang Sheung's boss,
since you were shocked to know about this incident, did
you care to then take the small step to ask somebody to
let you have a look at the NCR report, or at least some
evidence as to what happened, for example a photograph
or whatever? Did you do that?

o TR (SR 0l St S 8 5T 22 B e

Mr Cheung, I suggest to you that either you are now
being wholly incredible or you are a wholly

irresponsible boss.
WHEEE > REERFERAEF 2% - GERAERFERER - ZEMHER
LIRSS AR ERESSREN - REHRT--B3HS > &

SEEMERIE -

Let's pause here. Yesterday you told us that you,
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together with Mr Cheung, gave warning to the workers
that this should not happen again. Do you agree?

I o
So are you now telling us that you were giving a stern
warning to your workers, without you knowing what
actually happened in fact? You just gave a notice,

"Please don't do that", and you don't know in fact what
happened?

A - -4 E Z WA AR S8 couplerfi AL » (RFTE AL
WE IR AR RIIE S, -

So now your evidence is that when you gave your warning
to the workers, "Hey, don't do this again", you only
knew that it was something wrong about the installation
of the couplers; right?

%

You did not know anything at that time about cutting of
threaded rebars; can you confirm this?

IEIEE -

So let's take what you now tell us. You then attended
the MTR interview. The MTR staff told you about the
cutting incident, when they talked about NCR; you
remember that?

st

So were you very surprised, when the MTR staff suddenly

talked about cutting when they referred to NCR; were you
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surprised, because you were never told about cutting
beforehand?

A. ke

Q. Did you at that time think that, "Hey, how come
Mr Cheung did not tell me the whole picture? How come

I was kept in the dark?" Did that occur to your mind?

A, O EEREGE UL TR - #HEAW T L LR - G RE SRS -

BB EB N Z Fos Tt e F S U - B0l - RISt - iHstIE
MGRIEAEIR Ffokay °

Q. Please try not to avoid the question. My question was,
at the MTR interview, that was the first time some
people told you about cutting by your workers. My
question was, at that time, did you think, "Hey, how
come Mr Cheung never told me about cutting? How come?"

A. FHuWEf-e

Q. Were you angry at that time?

A. [EIEE o

Q. You were angry, because you had not --

AL IR ERERE BRI SRR RE

CHAIRMAN: How long after the event? The NCR was in
mid-December?

MR KHAW: December 2015.

CHAIRMAN: And the interview was ...?

MR KHAW: 13 June this year.

CHAIRMAN: So, in that period of over two years, you knew
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nothing about it, as to cutting of threading?

Bt AR B B —TE AN GRS - (B AEXIEA ST, -

CHAIRMAN: But your foreman knew?

JERZHI

MR KHAW: Mr Pun, do you remember I referred you to various

bits of the transcript of the MTR interview earlier this
morning?

e

In one of the questions the MTR staff actually put to
you that your workers might have done an unlawful act,
trying to take a gamble, trying to do something to
pretend that something was done properly, in the hope
that they can get away with it. That's what the MTR
staff told you at the interview; do you remember that?
%

If you knew nothing about such act, your immediate
response must be, "Hey, hey, hey, what are you talking
about? Cutting? What cutting? What pretending, what
getting away with it? What are you talking about?"

That ought to have been your immediate response; right?
WE T {PRERIAENCRA &5 I A AL M T E R JEZ (5 - FIREIE st (RS
WESRAE 1 25 [ B MR SRR -

So what you are now trying to tell us is that, "Oh, at

that time, I just merely looked at the photographs",

then that would give you the basis to agree with the MTR
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staff that your workers did some unlawful act,
pretending that something was done properly when it was
not. Are you telling us this?

A. ke

CHAIRMAN: And this is after your protestation yesterday
that to suggest that workers might do something like
this would be an insult to the industry in Hong Kong; is
that right? And it turns out that your own workers were
doing it; 1is that right?

AL RER PR -HE A > FRIH - -UEE % - -VE{EcaselEE - fEZ S EE(E
ca s {5~ TSN % E T TR - (1 T EBTEIREAZ - IR
B NIRAE - RVEMREE - BTLL. ..

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry, is there a different
translation of the word "workmanship" in Cantonese to --
is there a different understanding of the word
"workmanship" in Cantonese than there is in English?

MR KHAW: It should be the same.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: It should be the same?

MR KHAW: Yes.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Mr Pun, you are saying that this
cutting is a case of poor workmanship; is that what

you're telling me?

MR KHAW: Mr Pun, how could you relate this deliberate

cutting to mere workmanship? I just cannot follow.
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A.

NRUEREE—EZEFf frcouplerf AREL » FEHERMAFREcuti(E - B F--

EElE THHIEHEIAZL - EAME L RE T REE R PR Reutie#
TH - HIEEFEE -

Let me try to understand what you are now saying. If
you are saying that because of the congestion on the
reinforcement bars workers experienced difficulties in
trying to screw in the threaded parts into the couplers,
they did not do so, that could be negligence on the part
of the workers --

(A

-- and that would not necessitate cutting at all. If
it's simply a question of whether you could screw it in
or not, it would not involve cutting?

IFEIEE ©

So if someone eventually cut the threaded parts,
pretending that something was installed when it was not,
trying to get away with it, this could not be mere
workmanship. It was a question of honesty; would you
agree?

HESH T --BGERIFIT » RERATHREREN T - B R B2 5250 B (E
TR el (RRER R B AR R -

CHAIRMAN: That's exactly the point, exactly the point,

Mr Pun. It's one of the central issues being considered
in this Inquiry, that there will be problems from time

to time, and that the temptation will be there to find
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short-cuts.

Now, would you agree -- not that your workers have

taken short-cuts -- that from time to time there will be

problems, the sort of problems that the photograph has

revealed?

A, ETEAE -

CHAIRMAN: Yes, and indeed the co-member of this Commission,

an engineer and a professor of engineering in England,

has termed that photograph as indicating a small

nightmare, in other words a real problem to be dealt

with, one not you could expect to fix in a matter of

minutes but perhaps in a matter of hours instead.

you understand?

A, WHg-

CHAIRMAN: And would there not, in those circumstances,

Do

perhaps be a temptation to try to cut a corner and hope

that it's not noticed?

A, g g

MR KHAW: Did you ever talk to your workers or Mr Cheung as

to why the workers did the cutting? Did you?
A, AW ERPETEE -

Q. The answers that they gave you?

A, HBHERRRIE > (EE R AR - G5T--TH e E ARG TIMIEEE) - B

HEA L.

Q. I'm sorry. Let me just do this step by step. You say
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MR

MR

MR

MR

MR

MR

A.

you actually talked to the workers and Mr Cheung about
why they had to do the cutting; right?

PENNICOTT: Sir, can Mr Khaw please identify the time,
because I can see we are going to get into another
confusion here.

KHAW: I was about to go into the date, yes.

PENNICOTT: The date, I think we need a date.

KHAW: I was about to. That was my next question.

PENNICOTT: Sorry.

KHAW: Thank you, Mr Pennicott.

You told us that you in fact talked to the workers
and Mr Cheung about the reasons as to why they did the
cutting; you just told us, right?

I o

Did you talk to them before or after the MTR interview?
Z AT UEEARTE (I NCRYE (I - (RNfES A VIR - AE. . .

I'm sorry, Mr Pun, you are now telling us that before
you attended the MTR interview, you had already
discussed this issue regarding reasons for cutting with

the workers and Mr Cheung; right?

HANES - IEEF A -

CHAIRMAN: ©No. That's not the answer to the question.

MR

Put the question again, please. Thank you.
KHAW: Mr Pun, my question was before you attended the
MTR interview, you had already discussed with your

workers and Mr Cheung regarding the reason why there was
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cutting; is that right?
A, IREBFRORUEFFEYF 2 (Z0K. . .
Q. NCR. Let's talk about NCR first. I will have other

incidents that I'll explore with you. Let's talk about
NCR first.

A, FTHEME > R ARG R E RIRME(E 6 H 1 35/ AIENCRIEAIESE AL
{ESHEH EERA TR . - -

Q. Right. Going back to your earlier answer, when you told
us that you in fact did talk to the workers and
Mr Cheung regarding the reasons for cutting, such
discussion happened after the MTR interview, is that
right, not before?

AL TRBHEEM - (ANCREE Z1% - BARGIIRM T - FA TR - - TSR3 AR08 -

Q. DNow, let's talk about your warning to the workers first.
You said after you knew about the NCR incident, you told
your workers, gave them a stern warning, that this
should not happen again; right?

A. [Fo

Q. What should not happen? Did you specifically tell them
that there should be no cutting?

A, TBEZHEAESSEHREESE o AIGEEEES HA RIS SR -

Q. Maybe I should stop after this question on this topic,
but I really want to clarify this with you. You said
you told the workers, "Please don't do substandard

things, substandard things, things which do not meet the
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standards, please do not do these things'; right?

408 -

But at that time, after you knew about the NCR incident,
before the MTR interview, okay, after you knew about the
NCR incident from Mr Cheung, you in fact did not know
what actually went wrong, is that right, because you
simply did not take a look at the report or the photos?
E o
So, when you telling your workers, "Hey, don't do these

things which do not meet standards", did you know what
you were talking about?

AU R A E VR S8 s ST 2t - PRt & A - - i B e E A
HWESE > AT DAWIUIY T (im0 - AE A DA S -

If that is your answer, that is your answer.

Going back to the MTR interview, after that
interview, did you talk to the workers or Mr Cheung
again regarding cutting? Did you?

EEVEER] > 6 H 1358 -

Answer my question. Answer my question. At the MTR
interview, that was the very first time, according to
your evidence, that you were told about cutting by your
workers. You were angry. You were shocked. Did you
then talk about this cutting incident with the workers
and Mr Cheung, after the MTR interview? That's my

question. Did you or did you not?
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A.

Q.

17> 6 H135RLIR(RTT » N Rt E AL A R VE (M

So before -- your evidence is that as the boss of
Fang Sheung, before the MTR interview and after the MTR
interview, you never cared about what went wrong on the

site actually? You never cared?

IIHIEARIERR Ly > PR - Pt AR —— X E (S - TP ARER LT
BR/LME(EE & > AR ARG DUEAYL - 170 (BRIE.- - -

Right. Now, yesterday you told us about inspection and
supervision of Fang Sheung's work; do you remember that?
E o
You told us yesterday that the workers would proceed to
fix one layer, one upper layer of the reinforcement,
after the lower layer had been examined or inspected by
Leighton and MTR; do you remember that?

I o
So inspection and supervision layer by layer?

ff o

So am I correct to say that had that been the case, the

NCR incident would not have happened at all; would you

agree?

)|
Gt

So did you identify any problems regarding the

inspection and supervision of your works?
BRI BB IR - PRI REREMEA 7T f B Al 588 - B —— 2D
4D A F - - B R -
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Q.

You just told us that you agree with me that had there
been proper inspection and supervision of the works from
one layer to another, this NCR incident should not have
happened. You agree with me?

U - (B (A A SEE S A4

So are you able to identify what went wrong in the
inspection or supervision process? As Fang Sheung's

boss, can you tell us?
R B B A SR ET B RIG IR B - IRIBRIESS V7 AR 85 2R - Bl (had
(EEEE M R A S EPANCRE, -

CHAIRMAN: Sorry, can I just put this: it is quite clear

A.

that supervision and oversight in complex engineering
projects like this is critical; would you agree?

B o
H S

CHAIRMAN: And if you discover that there is a real

A.

possibility that the supervision and oversight has not
been up to standard, you would need immediately to check

into it and make sure that the standards are lifted?

e

CHAIRMAN: And what you are saying in the present case is

that although you had this small team of good workers
and you had your foreman, you were not informed of the
details of the NCR, and so you were not in a position to
deal with that, and nor were you in a position to look

to the question of how the incident could have happened
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in the first place in order to improve your supervision

and oversight; is that right?

CHAIRMAN: So, in other words, even though you were the boss
of this business, working on a critical part of the
project, you were Jjust not there to do your job of
ensuring proper oversight? You let it go by the way?

It was absent on your part?

A. [IE{%-

CHAIRMAN: Okay. What did you do?

AL IRURITE L o PRI A — 5 > ERAEYE R A AR > AT TR AR
B RE R controlME{ETTE - HEMHE - FbECRATA EREED (AR
W7 B [ R {1 A ] I SR R (5 — — B R U (A .

CHAIRMAN: Mr Pun, you're just avoiding the question again.
I spoke to you before the tea break about being led
around in circles. Now, a cynic -- and I'm not
a cynic -- might say you are simply lying. Do you
understand me? Please answer the questions in a direct
way.

Do you agree that you did not check into how it was
that there may have been problems with your oversight of
the works after you got the NCR?

A. [FE -

CHAIRMAN: Do you agree you weren't even told what the true

reason for the NCR was?
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A.

I -
H &

CHAIRMAN: And do you agree you took no steps to check into

it, to find out what the problem really was, so you

could deal with it, as a manager should do?

CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

MR KHAW: Mr Pun, if I can ask you to take a look at your

witness statement that you provided to this Commission.
This statement was dated 27 August, ie more than two

months after the MTR interview; right?

e
If you can take a look at paragraph 7 -- the Chinese
version at E28, paragraph 7; in English it's E29.3 -- if

I can read out paragraph 7 to you. There you say:
"Although Fang Sheung is only a small-scale company
that makes every endeavour for rewards, it is definitely
a credible and reputable company in the bar bending
industry ... Fang Sheung only provides reliable and
veteran workmen who are absolutely impossible to engage
in fraud; otherwise it could not have possibly operated
as an industry member for such a long time. According
to the sub-contracting contract, Fang Sheung only
provided bar fixers to work according to the
instructions of Leighton, while all the materials were
prepared and responsible by Leighton. If the coupler

screw cups fixed to the concrete unit were damaged and
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therefore making it impossible for the screw heads of
the steel bar to be fastened, Fang Sheung would only
need to notify the site supervisor of Leighton."

Then just one sentence down:

"Under such circumstances, why would it be necessary
for Fang Sheung to engage in fraud? Meanwhile, under
normal circumstances ... it will only take the workman
of Fang Sheung around 20 to 30 seconds to completely
twist the steel bars screws onto the screw cups.
However, it would take at least 1.5 to 2 minutes to use
a portable electric shear to cut short the screw heads
of a steel bar ... Hence, it was illogical for the bar
fixers of Fang Sheung to cut short the screw heads of
the steel bars due to fraud, given that they did not
have the need or incentive to do so."

Then the last sentence in this paragraph:

"Following the widely reported news about someone
possibly cutting short the screw heads of the steel bars
due to fraud, I did have investigated the staff of
Fang Sheung. However, I did not hear anything about the
staff of Fang Sheung cutting short the screw heads of
the steel bars due to fraud or reporting such fraud."

Mr Pun, am I right in saying that at least at the
point when you were making this witness statement, you
had already known full well what actually caused the NCR

to be issued, at least according to your evidence?
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CHAIRMAN: Then why did you lie to us? Why?

A. FREEBHG - FE. ..

CHAIRMAN: Oh, right.

A, FRFUEFZEE(ENCRUE(E B AFEVE - TAMFELE IR - PR RI 5 - -
DU IEE R 4 -

MR KHAW: But at the time when you made this witness
statement, you knew that your workers in fact did
unlawful cutting. They cut corners for some reasons;
you knew about that already.

A, IRUEAKTIVERL - AT AN GRS - EAVERGK TR RRAET -

CHAIRMAN: All right. I just want to deal with one other
thing. If we are talking about management and
oversight, let us have a look at this particular
statement of yours. You say this, at the very end of
it:

"Following the widely reported news about someone
possibly cutting short the screw heads of steel bars due
to fraud, I did have [an investigation of] the staff of
Fang Sheung. However, I did not hear anything about the
staff of Fang Sheung cutting short the screw heads of
the steel bars due to fraud or reporting such fraud."

Do you understand that?

A. Hy-

CHAIRMAN: So, on an ordinary reading of that, once you read
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about this problem arising in the media, you went, as

a good manager would do, back to your own workers and

made investigations: "Have any of you ever cut short the
rebars?" "Yes" or "no"?
A. o

CHAIRMAN: Well, did you do that or not?

A, TEfR o BEFCIREEER] - I B ERE > WS- - IRE RS - - IR
Al—{E(HIREEEE] > Fi—(E R -

CHAIRMAN: When the incident of cutting rebars came into the
press, you have said in your statement that you went
back to your workers and you checked with them about

that type of issue; you investigated the matter with
them. Did you do that?

A. ke

CHAIRMAN: T"However, I did not hear anything about the staff
of Fang Sheung cutting [the rebars] ..."

That's what you said.

CHAIRMAN: So nobody told you, "Yes, in fact we did cut
rebars on one occasion"?

A. {4 A WE{ENCR - DIFT. . .

CHATIRMAN: No, no, nobody told you that at that stage, and
you hadn't yet gone to the MTRC for your interview, so,
on an ordinary reading, what you're saying there is,

"When it came out in the press, I did go back and check,
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A.

but nobody said they knew anything about it." This is
despite the fact that of course there had been an NCR to
that very effect a couple of years earlier. So even
then they won't admit to you, "Yes, sorry, it did happen

once before and it was the subject of an NCR"?

-

MR KHAW: Thank you.

So, at the time when you were making this statement,
you knew full well that you were supplying information
for the purpose of assisting this Inquiry; is that
right?

(N

At the time when you were preparing this witness
statement, did it ever occur to your mind that, "Hey,
should I disclose this NCR incident or not?" Did you

ever consider that?
EYE(y - - MERIE—(EEE AL Em » HFT# - - Ve (B TH R VE(F 5 -

Of course we know what is stated in the statement. But
did it occur in your mind that, "Well, should I or

should I not disclose the NCR?" Did you consider that?

JERZ A

w
5

MEE o

Sorry, so your answer was you, at the time of making the
statement, thought that you should disclose the NCR;
right?

IEEIEE o
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Q. Why did you not disclose?

AL WYEE AFTRERUE R --TE—EE ©

Q. No, no, no. This is your statement to the Commission.
It does not involve the police. It does not involve the
police. It is you who gave this statement, without
anybody prompting you, without anybody asking you any
questions. You yourself, with the assistance of your
legal representatives --

A. fkoe

Q. —-- made this statement?

A, RBUEM--TEMNCREATAMEIEY » FrliE Gt EAIE - fTEERIERE
BRI o B AREIRREE > &, ..

Q. When you said you thought the whole world knew about
this -- that's what you said just now, you thought the
whole world knew about this NCR, that's why you decided

not to disclose; right?

A HEG - BIRIRIERETTIE > BIAEEMATE (I F T i ia s -

Q. Back to my earlier question: why did you choose not to
disclose the NCR incident in this witness statement?

A.  HEBVETRNCR{ARBIEIRHESAS - 456 LEEN - JES. . .

CHAIRMAN: No, Mr Pun. The NCR report, you knew full well,

had at its heart the cutting of threads of rebars. Is

that correct?

CHAIRMAN: And you knew from the press and the many stories

A Court Reporting Transcript by Epig

51
Day 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Commission of Inquiry into the Diaphragm Wall and Platform Slab Construction 52
works at the Hung Hom Station Extension under the Shatin to Central Link Project Day 13

A.

that were circulating that the core issue that initially
was to be looked at in this Commission of Inquiry

related to cutting of rebars?

Kz -

CHAIRMAN: Then surely it would have helped the Commission

A.

for you to mention the fact that there had been one
incident but it had been dealt with, at least to let us
know that there had been one incident and to explain it

in your own words?

WE FE (% AT AE HM PR A 2. -

MR KHAW: You knew when you were preparing your witness

statement for this Commission -- you knew that the
Commission, through their lawyers, actually asked you
some specific questions; right?

e

If we can look at just one of those questions raised.
El, page 5. You can take it that this is the letter
from the Commission's lawyers to you. At paragraph 7,
let's take a look:

"Given the extensive public concern about the safety
of the diaphragm walls and platform slabs and
allegations that there might have been unlawful
shortening, cutting or defective connection of the steel
bars in the diaphragm walls and platform slabs:

(a) Explain and confirm whether your company has any

knowledge of the defective steel works (whether
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undertaken by Leighton and/or its sub-contractors) and
if so, identify and describe the relevant events and
occasions. Please describe the defects, explain in what
ways requirements, standards and practice had been
breached and provide particulars of such events and
occasions (with reference to plans and drawings ...),
including but not limited to the dates, time, locations,
number of steel bars affected and the equipment used to
shorten or cut the steel bars.

(b) Identify the workers and persons who witnessed
such events and occasions."

Am I correct in saying that while you were preparing
your witness statement, you completely ignored the

request made by the Commission?

If we can take a look at another statement that you
made, ie the police statement. E6/1595.8. 1If we can
take a look at question 10:

"Has Leighton and MTRC ever raised problems with
Fang Sheung about any bar fixing work which did not
conform to the standards?"

There you said:

"In 2017 (cannot recall the exact time), Fang Sheung
received an email from Leighton stating that in
September 2015, there was a non-conformance report for

improper connections between 5 rebars and the couplers.
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But I can't recall the exact location of the
connections. As to the email, I have to check if
I still have the record."

Pausing here, we all know that the NCR was issued in
2015, December 2015. Here, you seemed to be telling the
police that you only received an email from Leighton
regarding the NCR in 2017. I want to just clarify with
you: when did you first know about Leighton's NCR? Was
it December 2015 when it was issued, or well after, ie
2017, as you stated to the police?

EIEEN - PAES R (R - -TESCSIELE -
You can't remember?

e

Then question 11:

"When you were inspecting Hung Hom Station, have you
ever seen or heard anyone using machinery to cut short
the threaded rebars in order to pretend that the rebars
have been screwed into the couplers?"

In fact, that was the same gquestion asked by the MTR
staff during the interview; do you remember that?

i e
Here, your answer was:

"Regarding cutting short the threaded rebars in
order to pretend that the rebars have been screwed into
the couplers, I only came to know from watching the news

that it was suggested that someone had cut the rebars."
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Here, you are trying to tell the police, "I didn't

know anything. I only knew it from the press."
P FE L (3l N C RO — — o] 7 (PR

That's not what you said. You said you only came to
know from watching the news that it was suggested that

someone had cut the rebars.

% B (GME{ENCRYEM IR (FR - - (A AT - 12 R (hahH - -
ERIH AR NEBIESAT A E WA cu t s (EE -

Mr Pun, I suggest to you that, first, you are trying to

mislead this Commission, and then you are trying to
mislead the police.
B > NCRIFEEEIREL - {EHMEEFIRE RS - FE CHEFRE » NCR >
WU fEE ey - TE(ERET -
You did not want to tell either the Commission or the
police the truth; is that right?
EA% » WISRERIEAEEE » FRuE & IR -
You did not want to tell the truth because you were
worried that Fang Sheung would become the target of this
investigation; am I right?
WEE % o AR ARG - A HAE -
Now, of course.

There's one further incident I'll just very briefly
discuss with you and see whether you knew about it or
not. According to one of the witnesses from Leighton,

there was another incident which was not covered in the
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NCR. If we can take a look at the relevant photographs
at C12/8125. From this picture, we can see that there
was a threaded part of the coupler, with only three
threads remaining.

HE - BE -

If we can then take a look at 8123 as well. Again, we
saw the male part of the coupler not fully -- being cut,
not fully threaded, obviously being cut, and not

properly installed into the other part of the coupler.

Were you aware of these incidents?

HIZE - (STHGEAEE -

Who in Leighton told you about these incidents?

st A E LR (8 Lah PR - - A -

Who from Leighton told you or Mr Cheung about these
incidents?

HERAGE T EB TR, - (SUHEE A RA R - HAERYS -

Do you remember who was the person in charge from
Leighton in relation to these incidents?

SCHEE]

Would you agree with me, by merely looking at these
photographs, that these were additional cutting

incidents?
5EE -

When did you come to know about these incidents?
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A.

Q.

B A ED RS AR -

When? Approximately when? 2015, 2016, 2017, this year;
when?

WENKAR (555 A S TE IR 77 2620 H Wt & R — - BUATE AR - (51 S0 -
Sorry, you said around 2015, or this year? I cannot
hear properly.

3 R 2% H EAAE > [HERH T RIEREEE -
Sorry, when you said "after this happened", you are
referring to the media report about this incident, this
year; right?

B EfFR - TEE -

When?

R AEE ISR A P s% H (& SR - — ~ fiH -

I should put it this way: did you come to know about
these additional cutting incidents before or after you

knew about the NCR incident?

So, Mr Pun --

(% > UERIKETSEH (T - e i I R AR S5 (- (Rl (IE N CRUA & LARTIEE 3% 26
MEEERIRR o

Mr Pun, so when you first knew about the NCR, you had

already been aware of some previous cutting incidents?

JERZAE -
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Q.

You knew about these additional incidents -- how long
before you knew about the NCR incidents? Are you

talking about months, weeks, or what?
PeMprRA TP RIERE - BRI - - B ERE - BIEgH T - RAELE -
So, at that time, somebody showed you these photographs;

am I right?

Sorry, your answer is ...?

B % o

So, again, as Fang Sheung's boss, you were only told by
Mr Cheung that, "Boss, there were some incidents where

our workers were found to have cut the coupler rebars";

is that what you are trying to tell us?
FEZ (A6 - — A FI B R EE— 3 » WE—SZFHRETve - B 2 1% - 55T
sRAHD > BUME --BAsEIE R T RIS T IENE - RENRBIEEE -

Did you or did you not care to make any enquiry, after
you knew about this from Mr Cheung, as to why this
happened? It was such an insult to you; why this
happened?

WM P EE1T— - T B R AAE B RS - FRAPRERE - FTrRRy -

After you learned from Mr Cheung that there were such
cutting incidents, you did not talk to any workers,
trying to ask them about what happened? Did you or did

you not?

WEIE—SZIE  FATHH A - N Rfh—3Z457 -
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CHAIRMAN: Sorry, "one bar or so" -- I think the photographs
indicate more than one bar, is that right, if you look

at the two photographs?

A, REASTETH - -SSRt (E e - AR EEPR IS U e Tt A —
SARETTHEE ©

MR PENNICOTT: Sir, the Leighton evidence on this particular
instance is there's two bars.

CHATIRMAN: Yes, I thought so.

MR KHAW: Am I right in saying that when Leighton told you
about this bar cutting incident, that was the first time
ever that you received information or complaint about
workers cutting threaded bars; am I right?

A. fkoe

Q. So, again, you must be surprised to know about this?

A. ke

Q. You did not want to find out why this happened? No
interest at all?

A, TEfG FAUSEA EBE MRS A E -

Q. I mean you, you yourself, as Fang Sheung's boss. Don't
talk about Mr Cheung all the time. You, as
Fang Sheung's boss, did you care to at least find out
what happened?

A.  [HEE o

Q. You did?

A. f&-
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Q. What did you do?
A, RERRAR TEATT RS AN - k- -VEFRE S G -
Q. Did he tell you any reason why the threaded rebars had

been cut? Did he ever tell you?

A.  EUERGHEREEEE o

Q. So what remedial work did you do after you were aware of
this incident?

AL MEMIOKEC B IR AS I T A AL -

CHAIRMAN: The bar in the first photograph, 8125, which we
can have a look at, that is cut so that there would only
be two threads go into the coupler. Did that mean

replacing the bar?
A, AR JAEEE
COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Can I ask: how do you replace a bar

like that?

A, BUGTIEHUEBEREERRNE - B AUy 2 A - - Z N Eh F s Ak
e LR --—3F > AT IMEE - FEEZEANES > B DI E S
R - N ETMREIEETTHEL - B6E - (EAT--HEEPEE - EfA
REPE—IE > (EGHTIEIETH - EHEEFEE - Bl R O R E# T
R > TARIE AR - ERRRERE—IE - ErREAEEL -

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Just to follow up on that: how long

would it take to replace a bar like that in a location

like this? How long would that take?
AL ORMHEZgE -

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Okay.
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MR PENNICOTT: Sir, the Leightons evidence is it's a lot
shorter than that.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: What, replacement is a lot shorter
than an hour?

MR PENNICOTT: Mr Mok's statement deals with this incident.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Okay, we will deal with it when we
come to it.

MR PENNICOTT: He tells us that the bars were taken out, one
coupler had to be replaced and it took 15 to 30 minutes.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Wow.

MR PENNICOTT: I'm only reciting what --

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Yes, yes. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Mr Pennicott.

MR KHAW: Regarding the bar cutting incident that we are now
looking at, did you personally have a chance to talk to

Mr Edward Mok of Leighton?
A, FT-e

Q. Do you know whether Mr Cheung talked to him personally?

MR KHAW: We can ask him about that.
Mr Chairman, that may be a convenient moment.
CHAIRMAN: Yes, certainly. 2.15. Thank you all very much.
Mr Pun, you are reminded that you are not to talk
about your evidence with anybody over the lunch hour.
Thank you.

(12.57 pm)
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MR KHAW: Mr Pun, perhaps I can take you to have a look at
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the evidence of Mr Edward Mok of Leighton. It's
Cl2/8113.

Starting from paragraph 28, he said:

"There were three occasions when I identified that
the threaded ends of rebars had been cut off, rather
than being screwed into the couplers. In total,

I recall identifying no more than eight defective rebars
with the threaded ends cut off. They were all
identified in area C of the EWL within a period of
around 4 months. All these rebars were rectified at the
time that they were identified."

If we can continue, according to Mr Edward Mok:

"I recall that the first occasion was around
September 2015. I cannot recall precisely, but
I believe it was during a formal inspection for rebar
fixing with MTRC's engineer. I do not recall exactly
which MTRC's engineer attended and cannot say with
certainty which RISC form relates to this inspection, as
there were various such inspections taking place around
that time. I identified that the threaded end of one
rebar had been cut off. The rebar was not screwed into
the coupler and there was a gap of several millimetres

between the bar and the coupler. As Fang Sheung's
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workers were still on site, I immediately asked them to
replace the defective bar by taking it away and
replacing it with a new bar."

Pausing here, Mr Pun, this incident which apparently
happened in September 2015, this is in addition to the
incident relating to the two photographs that we saw
before lunch today. It's a further incident. Were you
aware of this particular incident regarding threaded bar
cutting?

Wiz e FliE -
If we can then move on to look at paragraph 32, about
the second incident:

"The second copies was around one month later in
October or November. Again, it was discovered during
a formal inspection with a MTRC engineer. Again, I do
not recall exactly which ... engineer attended
I recall that I and the MTRC's engineer identified one
or two ... defective rebars during the inspection.
Again, the threaded ends of the rebar(s) had been cut
off and there was an obvious gap between the rebar(s)
and the coupler(s) ... I asked the Fang Sheung's workers
to remove the defective bar(s) ..."

You can take it from me that this occasion in fact
relates to the occasion in relation to the two
photographs that we just saw before lunch, which you

told me you knew about.
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A, IE-e
Q. So, obviously, before you knew about the NCR incident,

you were fully aware of bar cutting incidents?

A, FLARFIE LRI -

Q. In relation to the two pictures that we saw; right?

A, fke

CHAIRMAN: Sorry, the above-mentioned incidents, or single
incident?

MR KHAW: According to Edward Mok's evidence, it's one
single incident involving two defective rebars.
CHAIRMAN: Right. Thank you.
MR KHAW: So am I correct to say that if we go back to your
MTR interview, which took place on 13 June --
COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: I'm getting Cantonese on mine rather
than English.
MR KHAW: Maybe I will repeat.
So if we go back to the MTR interview which took

place on 13 June this year --

A, f&e

Q. -- we can now accept that, at that time, you had already
known about previous bar cutting incident; is that
right?

A. ke

Q. That is in fact why, when the MTR staff put it to you

that it was your workers who cut the threaded rebars,
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A.

Q.

pretending that things were installed properly when they

were not, and trying to get away with it, taking

a gamble, when the MTR staff put these things to you,

you were in a position to confirm whether what they told

you is right or wrong; am I right?
% e
Thank you.

Now, you remember you said yesterday that whenever
your workers encountered problems regarding couplers or
other problems in relation to the bar fixing work, you
would ask Leighton to fix it; do you remember?

(N

If we now look at those incidents where cutting of
rebars was found by Leighton in 2015, are you aware of
any reason why your workers made their own decision to
cut the rebars, instead of asking Leighton to fix the
problems?

BATRIRS - B E R IEHERE -

All right.

CHAIRMAN: I think the question is a bit broader, and it

A.

goes to: did you speak to your workers, did you
Investigate as to why they had not simply referred the

problem to Leighton?

PAERI -

MR KHAW: But there's just one minor point that I wish to
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clarify with you. You remember yesterday, when you told
us about the NCR, you referred to a warning. Did you
take the NCR as a warning, or was there a separate
warning issued to your company regarding the NCR
incident?

BECt# e —HE -

The next topic -- I'll just very briefly go through some
of the pictures that you saw yesterday. If we can have
a look at D227. You remember you were asked questions

regarding whether, according to your understanding and
knowledge, they are Fang Sheung's workers; do you
remember that?

%go

And you said, according to your understanding, they were
not Fang Sheung workers; right?

e

If we can then look at 228. Now, this picture also
shows one worker, working on the threaded rebars; right?
Do you see that?

R -

According to your evidence given yesterday, you told us
that this should not be a worker from Fang Sheung; do
you remember that?

i e

Another photograph. 232. Again, do you remember your
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answer yesterday that according to your understanding,

these two workers should not be Fang Sheung workers;

right?
A. fre
Q. 1If these pictures in fact show that there were some

workers working on the reinforcement bars at the site,
do you have any idea as to who they were?

A, FEGESE  INEIERIE o N R AREIERE I o ARG R

CHAIRMAN: I don't think it's meant: do you know their
names? I think it's meant: do you know who they would
have been employed by?

A, IEER -

MR KHAW: So, according to your evidence, if they were not

workers from Fang Sheung, they must be a group of secret

workers working on the site; right?
A, IRHEEA]

Q. But according to what you know about what happened at
the site for bar fixing work, is it your evidence that
only Fang Sheung workers would be responsible for the

work as shown in the pictures?

A, IERE -
CHAIRMAN: Could I ask you -- in front of the bars, lying on
the ground, there is a red tool. Can you see it? Is

that a wrench?

A, T

A Court Reporting Transcript by Epig

67
Day 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Commission of Inquiry into the Diaphragm Wall and Platform Slab Construction
works at the Hung Hom Station Extension under the Shatin to Central Link Project

CHAIRMAN: Would I be correct to say that wrenches are used

A.

for screwing into the couplers?

D o

CHAIRMAN: Okay. So that wrench is within hand distance of

those two men who have their hands on the rebar?

A. ke

CHAIRMAN: But who could it be if -- I'm not asking you to
speculate, but you've said earlier that even if you call
Leightons in to fix a problem, Leightons don't then do
the screwing in of the rebars. They fix the problem,
they make it a situation where you can now do your work,
and then you go ahead and do your work; is that right?

A.  [EWEE -

CHAIRMAN: All right. It appears on the face of it that if

A.

they are not actually screwing in or screwing out the
rebars, they've got hold of them very close to

a front -- very close to a wall or slab where the bars
closer to the forefront of the picture appear to have

been fixed into the wall.

WD -

MR KHAW: Mr Pun, do you remember that in the MTR

interview -- I can actually put it to you —-- that you
did, when answering MTR staff's question, say that no
cutting could possibly be done unless your workers were

instructed to do so. Do you remember that?
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A.

Q.

HIEL -

So let's talk about the two incidents of bar cutting
that you knew of. One is the NCR; one is before the
NCR. Are you aware of any circumstances where the

workers were given instructions to cut the threaded

rebars?

MER ©

Right. One more point. If you can take a look at
D1/609. Do you remember you were shown this picture by

Mr Pennicott yesterday?

sl e

If we can now then take a look at E376. I wonder
whether it's possible to put E376 and D1/609 side by
side. I recall -- if I get it wrong then Mr Pennicott
will correct me -- that you were shown by Mr Pennicott,
first of all, E376, the drawing, and then you were asked
to look at D609 to confirm whether the picture
represents E376, represents the area shown at E376.
JEERZ AT -

If we can now focus on D609. Does this picture show

a condition where the bar fixing work had been

completed?

Why do you say that?

REE T HEAE > UERRES 18 25 S Sl (PR (R T 3VREE - BB B RT3 > WEIH]
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el - IR R EIAMIRGEAE (T2 - A TLUREES L - IRT2ECREE - 7
SRR > WEPR(AT SHREE > kD55 h—IEE > AR - - E R (RS TR

W5 A A S T -

Q. Yes. The vertical bars we can see here, underneath the
vertical bars, you can see that there were some bars

which were not complete, steel bars; can you see that,

at the bottom?
A, FEERER?

Q. Maybe I can just point it out to you.

Yes. You can see at the bottom of this particular

photograph, we can see some -- if I can blow it up
a bit, you can see, at the bottom, there's some

concreted area; can you see that?

A, HEl-

Q. Probably above the concreted area, we can see about

three steel bars which are relatively short, much

shorter than the steel bars on top; do you see that?

A, HE

Q. Can you explain why?

Yes, my learned friends have pointed out that there

are in fact more than three. I apologise for my

eyesight. Probably more than -- let's take it as more

than three, okay, for the time being, shorter steel

bars.

A, DE(RIEVE o
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Q.

A.

Can you explain?

O AT 73 (AT e - PR RS M T SR TAIME SHeIE] » WAT SHEIE » /R EI{AA T S
W (RIE(E - -IER AL G S -

Right. And the longer steel bars on top, are they what

we call the through-bars?
WETREIEH » TE—(EsectionZEEEZATT » TSHMM T » MaBHEEI %
TS5 » TS{AMEFREHAGIEATES - (A5 7R RS - BAVETRAY - TS5 M
SRRl 37 9H RS E|-—-sorry > 377 > E377 > {REEEIFKIEA TS ~ T7 > MK
ba riE{f--TEFEFTH 720 - (EAWHAEFRZE AL EEIGEE - S

WL AN (RFE - 115K > WeF257v40 > 55K8 -

MR KHAW: Thank you. I have no further questions.

Cross-examination by MR WILKEN

MR WILKEN: Mr Chairman and Professor, a few questions, if

I may.

You were asked a lot of questions this morning --
sorry, Mr Shieh reminds me I have to tell you that I act
for Leighton, in case you don't know.

T ) B S T Y (ERESRR Y - B F AR -
Hopefully I can take this fairly quickly so you won't be
pestered by me too much.

You were asked an awful lot of questions this
morning about the instance of the five cut rebars in
December; do you remember those questions?

(i

And at the time Mr Khaw said, and I won't take you to it
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but it's [draft] page 32, line 23 of the transcript:

"Let us not talk about whether the matter was
resolved ... how it was resolved."

I want to talk briefly with you about how it was
resolved. Can you be shown B6/4121. Do you have it?

A, RE-

Q. You can see that this is a non-conformance report?

A. f&e

Q. I want to take you to page 4127, and if we can look at
the middle of the page, the main box, "Details of
required rectification”:

"Sub-contractor Fang Sheung will be requested to
remove all rebars with shortened threads. LCAL and MTR
will verify the condition of couplers and the length of
thread for each rebar. The new rebar will be screwed
with the help of LCAL direct labour. MTR IoW team and
LCAL site engineer team will inspect the whole process
for replacing all the new threaded rebars."

And you see that's signed "Andy". Do you know who
"Andy" is?

A. HE e

Q. Andy Wong from MTR?

A. ke

Q. Then if we go down, scroll down, you will see that this

is closed out on 13 January 2017, using the RISC. Then
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if we scroll down again to the next page, you will see
here that this is the close-out RISC dated 13 January;
do you see that? You have to say "yes" or "no" for the
transcript.

HE] -

Then if you scroll down further to the next page, and
again down to the next page, and again down, you will
see a series of photographs which shows the remedial
works being carried out; that's correct, isn't it?
6] -

So the incident of the five rebars was discovered;

correct?

%

You were also shown earlier -- and if we can go to
C12/8123 -- these photographs; do you remember these?
i e

These were photographs taken by Mr Mok of Leighton,

weren't they?

WEH o

You don't know? Okay.

HIEA] -

Were you aware it was Leighton who raised the issue of

these cut rebars with Fang Sheung?
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A.

Q.

HIE -
If you go to the next page, and after that, go to the
next page down, this again is another photograph of cut

rebar, isn't it?

And so far as you are aware, all these cut rebars were
remedied?

1788 -

Can we move on to another subject. Can you be shown
E6/1594, paragraph 15 in the Chinese, and in the
English, 1595.9. I want to look at paragraph 15. Here
you say you have a bar cutting machine, that's the first
bullet point:

"Bar cutting machine: to snap or bend rebars.
However, as the snapped end of the rebars would be
flattened, those rebars would be handed over to BOSA for
the end to be trimmed before use. This method would
only be [used] when we [wanted not] to waste the
rebars."

IR -
So BOSA had a shop on site, correct, somewhere to work
on rebars?

T 135 -
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Q. Yes, a workshop. 1I'm grateful for the correction.
A, fkre
Q. They had a workshop on site where they could fix rebars

or deal with rebars?

A, THHERE IR Mo rde rZRIR HMHINBAL - F - -order (ERIBA 2 E
APR > (ETATEIRE T, -

Q. And when you had cut the rebars with the bar cutting
machine, they would then remedy them; correct?

A. [HBOSA » (ELAMNH—EME @ BIF AT EIE Y] - MR E TR E T - Sex
BIFIRGRTE - WEAPH A KRB ~ 4RI

Q. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry, I'm getting confused about
what "deal with" means. Presumably, Mr Pun, when the
bar went to BOSA, BOSA would then create the threaded --

turn it into a threaded bar; is that what you're saying?
A, TTHE -
COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: What BOSA did with the bars that

were cut was what?

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: What did they do with the bars that

were cut?

A, EHISORHE - - R O s e ER - EEA Edt ] EEA EER RO - 4
SUEFIRGREH - BRI . . .

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Yes, I understand.

A, ...cutd o (RM [ERLRIE
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COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Okay. Now I understand. Thank you.

MR WILKEN: And when you cut rebar in this fashion, you
produced a rebar cutting record, didn't you? Or BOSA
produced a rebar cutting record?

A. [N o

Q. Can I take you to E5/996.

This is a rebar cutting record and it's an example,

but you can see there that this is dated between 18 and
23 September 2015; do you see that?

A, BEF

0. So this would cover, 1f you were cutting rebars in area,

say, C3 or C5 at that time, wouldn't it?

A. fkoe

Q. And it would cover, obviously, what was happening in
relation to rebar around 22 September 20157

A. ke

Q. And you see there, on the second line of writing down,
it looks like, 22 September, cutting of rebar in area
C3-5; correct?

A. WEfHorder » 77#E -

Q. Sorry, I need to correct myself. When I said the MTR
engineer was Andy Wong, it was Andy Ip of Leighton. I'm
grateful.

Can we just move on to one last topic. You were

asked a series of questions yesterday by Mr So about the
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evidence that Joe Cheung gave to MTR. Do you remember

those series of questions?

U ERTRARCHE -

About Mr Cheung, not of Mr Cheung, because Mr Cheung
hasn't given evidence yet; about him.

% BRI -

And your response to one of those series of questions
was you needed to see the context of those questions;
that's correct, isn't it?

E o
Can I just show you a bit of the context. Could you go
to B5/3082.19 to 20 for the Chinese, and .30 and .31 for
the English.

If we can pick it up about halfway down on .30 of
the English -- yes:

"What's the quantity roughly?

Answer: Very few.

Question: So they were usually abandoned like that?

Answer: To fill the hole only, they would adopt
rectification measures ..."

If we can go over the page:

"Do you mean, by filling the holes, that it was not
just filling it up but inserting the rebars after
cutting the threaded heads and see what else to do?

Answer: The couplers were damaged and it was

possible to screw it in. We just placed them there so
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that it looked nice. Somebody told us that they would
do rectification measures on their own. Just one or
half rebar. Sometimes workers would just follow the
instructions and do it.

Question: Other than the unsatisfactory connections
concerning those 5 rebars, have you, during your stay at
the site, heard of any similar incident? Or any staff
reporting such incidents to you?

Answer: No. No one."

So Mr Cheung was talking there about the five rebars
in December; correct?

A. f&e

MR WILKEN: Sir, Professor, I have no more questions.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Thank you.

MR BOULDING: We have no questions, sir.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Mr Boulding.
Re-examination by MS CHONG

MS CHONG: Just a few questions.

You were asked about your interview with MTR in June
this year, and you told the Commission that at that
time, it was the first time that you knew about the five
rebars covered by the NCR was shortened. It was the
first time that you knew about these rebars being
shortened, on that day; right?

Now my question is, before you proceed further to

answer questions from the MTR, did you have the chance
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A.

to first discuss with your foreman, Mr Joe Cheung, to
confirm with him, according to his investigation, why
those bars were shortened?

HEHEZEG Al (Rf7 -

It was the first time that you got to know that the bars
were shortened, but you did not have the opportunity or
you did not confirm with Mr Joe Cheung first before you
proceeded to answer further questions from MTRC; was
that your answer?

IEHE

Did you confirm with Mr Joe Cheung whether what you said
to the MTR, namely those bars were so congested and that
the workers could not use the wrench to screw them, and
that they were cut, all this information, before you --
did you confirm with Mr Joe Cheung before you gave all

these answers to the MTR?

17 o

CHAIRMAN: Sorry, then how did you know that the bars were

A.

so congested?

WWBTRA - BRI 77— - RWe(E - - R & e -

MS CHONG: So that's your opinion, after viewing the

photographs?
% B8 -
That's fine.

Now, please -- yesterday, do you remember that you
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were asked about this cutting machine on site by
Mr Khaw, and can I refer you to E1288.
Do you recognise this machine?
A, FRF-
Q. What kind of machine is it?

A, UEEAE S - -BRE > B (REFTEW cut[FIH R -

Q. Was that the machine that you talked about yesterday,
about the cutting machine; was it this?

A, EHiE#A--TEARIEED - 2 HEE A - B0 > CEUEEiATn - HeuhEH
IR E M w v

Q. Who owns this machine?

A, FRUfEE o

MS CHONG: I have no further questions.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.

Further examination by MR PENNICOTT

MR PENNICOTT: Sir, I have a slight hesitation. Just
a couple of things. When Mr Wilken was cross-examining
Mr Pun, he was shown very quickly the NCR with "Andy"
written on 1it.

MR WILKEN: I apologise. It was my error, it was Andy Ip.

MR PENNICOTT: I appreciate that, but unfortunately the

witness agreed it was Andy Wong. So perhaps we ought to

clarify with the witness that it was Andy Ip, not Andy

Wong. Do you understand, Mr Pun?

A.  HHWEE > HHEE o
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MR PENNICOTT: That's fine, that's clarified that.
Secondly, can I just take up one point that Mr Khaw
mentioned to the witness, and that was about a warning
letter. I just want to make sure that we've got the
answer and it's clear and Mr Pun is happy with the
answer.
Mr Pun, we've seen many references and you've asked
many questions about an NCR. You've been shown that

NCR. Do you understand?

A. HHH-
Q. You've also mentioned a warning letter?
A. fhoe

Q. Are they the same thing or are they two different
documents?

O R i = 1

MR PENNICOTT: Thank you very much. I just wanted to make
sure we hadn't missed something.

CHAIRMAN: Yes. Good. Thank you very much indeed. Your
evidence is complete. You can go now. You may have to
be recalled to answer further questions, but if so you
will be advised. Thank you.

(The witness was released)

MR SO: Sir, just a matter before we actually proceed to the
next witness. I have communicated with counsel for the
Commission. It's regarding the transcript at B3082.18

that we had some discussion yesterday regarding the
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recordings of Mr Cheung Chiu Fung.

Yesterday, I actually read out the Chinese
transcription of the transcript, but that bit of the
transcript, after those instructing me, and myself,
hearing the actual recording of it, which I understand
the solicitors and counsel for the Commission also
agreed, there might be a slight mistake in terms of the
Chinese transcription, which is material, so I guess it
would be appropriate to raise that.

It is at the Chinese part. The English part was
actually not transcribed. The Chinese part, it reads
like this -- I think I will have to trouble the
interpreter to interpret it. The question part was
already translated but the answer part was not
translated. The answer, which was originally on the

Chinese transcript was:
"UIRAREAAHE R (EFMAELT - R - TR e a2 (E
COUPLERIGE » 4E Wk, .. "

This is the original transcript. According to what

we heard --

CHAIRMAN: Sorry, I've only just finished hearing the

English translation.

MR SO: I do apologise. So there was the discussion as to

whether the transcript was written as "#If{fcoupler",

that's the part. After hearing the recording

which I understand the Commission also agreed, the one
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which was said is not "#EIfE{Ecoupler", but in fact it
was "MHOREHIESEcoupler™.

INTERPRETER: 1In English it means "the coupler could not be
used".

MR PENNICOTT: Sir, I'm told by those that know better than
I do that Mr So is entirely right.

MR SO: Thank you very much. That's the point.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry, I know I can go back in the
transcript and I will have to do that, but is this the
point where we were discussing the difference between
hacked out and sawn off?

MR SO: Exactly, sir.

MR PENNICOTT: It has come across as "chiselling" this
afternoon, but yesterday it was "hacked out" or "hacking
off".

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Right, and that's chiselling?

MR SO: Yes. As far as we understand now, according to the
Chinese which we now say has to be changed, it means it
cannot be put in or cannot be used.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Yes, I understand now.

MR SO: Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN: Yes?

MR PENNICOTT: Sir, I understand that Mr Cheung is the next
witness, so if he's available then we can make a start,
or —-- yes, let's make a start, shall we?

CHATRMAN: Yes.
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MS CHONG: Mr Cheung, please state your full name to this

Commission.

WITNESS: AKRAGESIIE -

MR CHEUNG CHIU FUNG, JOE (affirmed in Punti)

Examination-in-chief by MS CHONG

MS CHONG: Please turn to bundle E, starting from page 875

A.

to 879, and the English translation is 879.1 to 879.5.
This is the witness statement you made to this

Commission, is 1it?

% 788 -

At page E879, you signed your name there; do you

confirm?

% > BEIEE -

You also confirmed the truth of this statement by

signing the statement of truth, right, on the same page-?

% 788 -

Do you wish to adopt this statement as your evidence to

this Commission?

[[LLI

Eo

MS CHONG: Please stay here for cross-examination.

Examination by MR PENNICOTT

MR PENNICOTT: Mr Cheung, good afternoon.

A.

Q.

& o IR

My name is Pennicott; I am one of the counsel for the

Commission, and I've got a few questions for you. When
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I've finished, counsel for other parties may wish to ask
you some questions as well, and during the course of our
discussion it may well be that the Chairman and
Commissioner will also ask you some questions. At the
end of all that, Ms Chong will ask you, if she needs to,
any further questions. Do you follow?

BHE -

You're also known as Joe Cheung, I think?

% 788 -

You have a trade test certificate, I understand, issued
by the Vocational Training Council and Construction
Industry Council, for bar bending and fixing?

1188 -

When did you get that? When did you obtain that
certificate?

T EE H BASAIE(RIHIESE - & A T -

So about 200872

R - {5 e

Throughout the course of the project that we're
concerned with, SCL1112, where we know Fang Sheung was
a sub-contractor to Leighton for the bar bending and
fixing works, I think I'm right to say, am I not, that
you were the most senior person on site so far as

Fang Sheung is concerned?

1186 -
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Q.

And, as I understand it, Mr Cheung, you were there from
day one, when Fang Sheung started their rebar work,
throughout the whole period; save perhaps for periods of
leave and holiday, you were there every day?

AJ LA o

Right. Mr Cheung, the first thing I'd like to ask you
about is BOSA. Do you remember BOSA?

if e

If you go to paragraph 6 of your witness statement and
the second sentence -- sorry, it should be E5/879.1 in
the English, and 876 in the Chinese. Now I've lost
where I was.

In your witness statement, at paragraph 6, the
second sentence, you say this:

"According to the guidance and instruction provided
in prior lecture section" -- maybe that should say
"session", I don't know -- "hosted by the material
supplier, staff of Fang Sheung knew how to correctly
install and connect the screw iron ..."

That is the words that appear there. I think we
know that as "threaded rebar", Mr Cheung; would you

agree with that?

_.ﬁ.o
SIS

"... twist till tightly fasten will do."
Then if you go to your police witness statement at

Q03 and A3 -- that's E6/1584.7 in the English and 1582 in

A Court Reporting Transcript by Epig

86
Day 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Commission of Inquiry into the Diaphragm Wall and Platform Slab Construction
works at the Hung Hom Station Extension under the Shatin to Central Link Project

the Chinese -- it says this:

"For this project, did Leighton explain what the
correct bar fixing requirements were and provide
guidance for screwing the rebar into couplers?"

Answer 3, A3, which you gave to the police was this:

"As it was BOSA which supplied the couplers and
rebars, BOSA would provide such explanation and guidance
to inform our workers that the threads of the rebars
must be fully screwed into the couplers."”

Now, with those two pieces of evidence in mind,

Mr Cheung, can you confirm that you and your workers
received guidance and instructions from BOSA, prior to
commencing the rebar fixing works?

& H-

And what form did that guidance instruction take? Did
they come along to the site? Did you have a meeting

with them? What happened?

NHIEFIREA MR AL (A RS TER » TRER AR A=A - EEFES [
WEEE o [F#{Ebriefing » MA{EMES &S - - HMATE(H coup le r{ABIEE X
TEFRIT AR » (Aot EER B T (P SRR, SR TR
I EEE L B f coupler o

Now, I imagine, but tell me if I'm wrong, that the
workforce of Fang Sheung was not constant; it would
change periodically. Some people would leave, new

people would come; is that right, as a general
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proposition?

SRA

Okay. All right. So your evidence is that, generally
speaking, there was a fairly constant -- the same people
were there throughout the period of the works; is that
right?

1788 -

All right. That's very helpful. Could I ask you this:
did BOSA show you or give you any documentation to show

you the fixing process?

S DRI SRS - (RA W () - - WisRkpape rER RS (rakfie] - ik
BE FWIGE - (AulAERsat i [F] Pt T\ Bt 7 R i (R A R e
coupler °

Right. Could you be shown, please, bundle C10,

page 7009.

You will see there, Mr Cheung, at the top, it's
headed "BOSA", "Coupler installation method (standard
splice -- type A)".

If you go down to the next page, please, a BOSA
document again, "Coupler installation method (position
splice -- type B)"; do you see that?

AL
Have you seen those two sheets before?

HENZ -

Right. So might these be the two sheets of paper that

A Court Reporting Transcript by Epig

88
Day 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Commission of Inquiry into the Diaphragm Wall and Platform Slab Construction
works at the Hung Hom Station Extension under the Shatin to Central Link Project

they showed you when they gave you some instructions?
% e
Okay. Let's also -- can we go to page C7011, so the

next page down, please. Now, Mr Cheung, this is another

BOSA document. This time it's headed, "How to measure
the thread length -- Servisplice"; do you see that?
R -

If we could just scroll down to the next three pages,
please. You've been given a hard copy; thank you. Just
look at those documents, Mr Cheung.

%o BEE] -

Have you seen these before?

17 o

All right. Thank you very much.

Next, Mr Cheung, I would like just to ask you to
give us some help with some documents that you have
attached to your witness statement, so that I understand
what they are. All right?

We will need E5, and if we go first of all to
page E5/880, we see a sheet there which is headed
"Appendix 1", "On-site daily records"; do you see that,
Mr Cheung?
hE] -

I understand that's your signature on that page?

1186 -
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Q.

This document runs through to page E968. So what we
have are your -- it's essentially a site diary,
effectively, is it, Mr Cheung? I know you call it

a daily record. 1It's essentially a site diary?

1788 -

And it runs through to 23 May 2015 through to 31 March
20167

(A

Could I ask you, for reasons that don't directly concern
you, Mr Cheung, to turn to pages 942 and 943, where we
find the entries for 11, 12 and 13 January 2016.

So at E942 to start with, Mr Cheung, we have on the
right-hand side of the page your entry for 11 January
2016; is that right-?

RE] -

Sir, I should have pointed out that I understand that
the English translations that have been put on your
documents are ones that the Commission's lawyers have
done; okay?

Do you understand?

B -
I understand that, other than what's in the red box or
the red boxes, the rest of the writing in here is yours;

is that correct?

&> 7786 -
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Q.

So what you have here listed, on 11 January 2016, is
areas B4 and B5 completed; is that correct?

1788 -

If you then go over the page to 943, on 12 January you
appear to be working, or have workers, at area A2; do

you see that?

HE] -

Do you recall where area A2 was-?

A2Efikarea Atti--area AWRUE(EOLR > 04R--EFEIEAIE ? Area A
OLRUE(ENAPRE--URIERt racks5i8 » WFAE - HUH] DAGERE ST IREE -

You can. Let me just show you a drawing.

% o

Let's try this one. A250. Someone is going to give you

a hard copy, Mr Cheung.

WERENA] o AEEAT EEML OB FIRALRUANE - W (R T A2
(indicating) -

Right. We've got a plan marked up, sir. The witness

has highlighted it in yellow, and it seems to run --

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry, could I see? Okay.

MR PENNICOTT: It seems fairly accurate from what we've seen

before.

Thank you very much, Mr Cheung, for that.

Now, the next batch of documents attached to your
witness statement, Mr Cheung, start at E969. You call

these, this batch of documents, which run through to
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page 1257, "rebars processing records". In a few
sentences, Mr Cheung, can you explain to us what these
documents are and what you use them for, who compiled

them?

XFEHEZ A = A RE LA IREEWLIEL t rac kIR E A1 AT S EE
coupler » WILETIHMREULIE - BR{ERZILIRSTFBOSAR » AL A
BOSARRA BT coupler B » FETER L H B LWHICEW » FHEL > #hik
I

Right. So this is the process, the documents that show
the process, by which you placed into your orders --
-

-— your requirements with BOSA, and they would send the

materials that you had requested back to you, and there

would be a receipt for those materials?

1788 -

So if one just takes the second page as an example --
that's E971.

R -

We see it's dated 6 February 2015, and it looks like it
relates to a capping beam, top left?

%o f788 -

And this is you ordering a number of T50 bars, is it, of
a particular size and a particular number?

1788 -

Okay.
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COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry. Does the "B" there mean

a B type thread?
MR PENNICOTT: I was about to ask that.
COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry, I'm ahead.

MR PENNICOTT: What does the "B" stand for, Mr Cheung?

A, o "BEREREEEIUTTHE > NIAEEABAS - BAIRRGREE - AL -

Q. Okay.
If you could go to 995, please. This, as

I understand it, Mr Cheung -- correct me if I am

wrong -- 1is the next stage of the process. This is BOSA
sending back to you a rebar cutting record, indicating

what they're providing to you on four days in September

2015, and you're signing on behalf of Fang Sheung

receipt of that material?
A, AIDAMHEE - JEZ AEE AR Y orde rH SR AUERSERT -
Q. Whose writing is on this sheet, Mr Cheung-?
A, RGO HAB AR AR -

Q. By BOSA, yes. So they are recording what they are

giving to you, or sending back to you after your order,

and you're just signing by way of receipt of the
materials?
A. AL GFEEE coupler » ROMAAFRIE

Q. A purchase order. All right.

So which document do we need to look at which shows

us that you've actually received the material?

A Court Reporting Transcript by Epig

93
Day 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Commission of Inquiry into the Diaphragm Wall and Platform Slab Construction
works at the Hung Hom Station Extension under the Shatin to Central Link Project

A.

Q.

BARTTREL UL MENE TR, > B AbfERe A UE 2R R R = A 2 -
Okay. If you look at 1229 by way of example,

Mr Cheung --

e

-- what is that? What is that document? You see it's

a delivery note --

Is this you acknowledging receipt of materials or not?
WEFRIE (% °
Okay. If you didn't have authority, who did?
PR — NI —RE - WESRELGE - HIGHH - NATE—RE S Eorder »
(B AR AR - QU A\ B AU, - AIFHEEBETTA - IR
order » FMAIMEIHIE - FAEEEB 0 -
Right. Ordinarily, Leighton would sign for the delivery
and receipt of materials?
1188 -
I understand. All right. Thank you very much.

Then next, Mr Cheung, at page E5/1258, you have
appendix 3 to your witness statement, which appends
a series of on-site photographs; do you see that?
FE -
We've looked at some of those photographs and I'm going

to look at some of them with you a bit later. First of
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all, can you tell us -- I should say this. The earliest
photograph that I have managed to find is 13 September
2014 -- that's at E5/1312 but we don't need to look at

it -- and the latest one is 18 May 2016 -- E5/1328.

Again, we don't need to look at it.

Mr Cheung, can I ask you this: are these photographs

that you took?

A, fRo 78R

Q. Right. We are going to come back to the photographs

shortly, Mr Cheung.

Then lastly the documents that you attach to your
statement. 1360 in E5. You describe these documents,

behind 1360, as "Work schedule", or work schedules?

A, f&o 78R

Q. As I understand it, these are working schedules that

would have been given to you by Leightons?

A, f&Ro 78R

Q. Mr Cheung, it may not be particularly material but I'wve
found out that the documents you've appended are either
undated or they are all dated in 2016. Presumably,

had these working schedules throughout, did you, the

whole of the project, not just in 20167
A, AR A R RS SRR -

Q. Okay. Just on that question of missing documents,

Mr Cheung, can I ask you this.
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A, HDL o DA

Q. I think it's been put on the electronic bundle. The
index that we prepared and handed out yesterday for the
drawings, I think that's gone on to the electronic
bundles. Unfortunately, I can't tell you where it is.

It's E1/282.1.

Sir, I'll carry on. You've got the document in
front of you, Mr Cheung. You will see there in front of
you, there's an index. What that index is, Mr Cheung,
is an index of various drawings that Mr Pun attached to
his statement. Do you understand?

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: This is the schedule we were given
by hand yesterday?

MR PENNICOTT: Yes, sir. 1It's now on the electronic bundle
somewhere.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: I've got it.

MR PENNICOTT: There we are.

I'm not going to discuss the drawings with you
because I did that with Mr Pun yesterday, but what I did
ask him about was -- do you see the top of this index,
Mr Cheung, he says that -- we say that area C1,
area Cl-2 and area B3 top steel are missing from the
drawings. And Mr Pun told us yesterday that certainly
areas Cl and Cl-2 were two of the earliest areas that
were fixed with rebar and then concreted. He wasn't

on site at the time and therefore couldn't find any
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documents in relation to those areas, that is drawings
in relation to those areas, but you might know where

they are. Would that be right?

A, BE(RIHEE > C1-1SZPFRL/TURM > (N RCL-1ERREEE - NATRET:  HEIRS
THEEERE > (R control - TSR -

Q. So you don't know whether there are any documents still

available for Cl-1 and Cl1-2? Or perhaps you do know

that they are not available?
A, REMHMER TS - TR2E AR AR T F R LR TR T K5
WEE > WEE SRS - AT SR -
MR PENNICOTT: All right. Let's move on.
Maybe we should have a short break.
CHATIRMAN: Good. Thank you.
(3.46 pm)
(A short adjournment)
(4.05 pm)
MR PENNICOTT: Mr Cheung, we are going to continue on
a different topic. Please can you be shown paragraph 8
of your police witness statement, which is 1584.3 in the
English and 1577 in the Chinese, although in fact I want
to look at the passage on 1584.4 in the English version,
please.
You need to turn the page in the Chinese as well,
Mr Cheung. I want to find the sentence that begins, "On

another note". Do you have that?
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"On another note,

our workers wore uniforms provided

by Leighton when working on site."

Do you have that, Mr Cheung?

CHAIRMAN: Paragraph 9, is it?
MR PENNICOTT: 1It's paragraph 8, sir.

CHAIRMAN: Sorry.

] -

MR PENNICOTT: You say:

"On another note, our workers wore uniforms provided
by Leighton when working on site. Everyone had three
sets of uniforms, which consisted of an orange top with
reflective strips and with SCL and Leighton printed
thereon and blue trousers with reflective strips. But
often when the uniforms provided by Leighton were being
washed or were damaged, workers would wear their own
clothes with reflective vests on top (with no special
feature or company name) ."

That's what you told the police, Mr Cheung?

1188 -

Is that accurate? Were all of your workers provided
with three sets of uniforms?

RPASIHE R AT AT A - AR ERE GRS —E - WER -

All right. Were you provided with a uniform, Mr Cheung?
WA - - WA A -

But then?
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A.

Q.

W ETE - FTARHIES - JIETE -
All right. 1I've asked you that because I now want to
take you to a few photographs.

Could we go, please, through to D228. You have that
on the screen, Mr Cheung. Is this a photograph you have
seen before?

% e
When did you first see it?

IR LA > e

So that would have been back in May/June earlier this
year?

% EIEZ -

Forget about what's being done in the photograph for
now, Mr Cheung. Are you able to say, are you able to
tell, just by looking at the photograph, looking at what
the person is wearing, whether that is a Fang Sheung or
a Leighton worker?

ARG E] o

Do you recognise the machine that he's using?

o ©

It's a machine that is similar to one that is owned by
Fang Sheung; yes?

% SZAENED » LT e -

Okay. Fang Sheung had two machines similar to this one,

Mr Cheung. You say these two machines were on the site
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where you were doing the rebar fixing; is that correct?
%o 788 -
What did you use those machines for? Why did you have

them there?

HRE—EBIEES T8 » XUATREEI LA - B R BT 40T - (hiix

JifeE -
And when you say "thin bars", Mr Cheung -- let's take
that in stages -- first of all, how do you define

"thin"? What diameter bars are we talking about?
EE L B > AR Y25 » Bf525mm » £F[Y12 > 12mm

Right. So less than 25, 25 or less?

& 7788 -

Now, what sort of use would those bars be put to, the
Y12s up to the Y25s? What would you be using those for?
Clearly, they are not the main rebar that we know about.

They are not the T40s, and so forth, are they?
1788 -
So what type of bars are we talking about that you would

be cutting with this machine, between Y12 and Y257

WIS BRI A R E MR EES - Hlfhspacer bar » JE# » K&
FEFEEB LR - (A - BiEEr A ? R AWRNE - 20080E - AR
FREE MR EEIMENE, > S n] PSS RS E TR, -

All right. Let me just take you up on one point in that

answer. Did you refer to spacer bars?

1188 -
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Q. Sometimes known as "sifu" bars?

AL fTEE o RT(ESE -

Q. I'll come back to the other photographs in a moment, but
can we look at one of your photographs, in E5, please.
Could I ask you, please, to be shown E5/1349.

Mr Cheung, first of all, we can see this photograph
was taken on 14 July 2015. 1It's in area Cl, and the
caption -- and I understand this is your writing on --
the annotations are yours, in the Chinese?

A, fTEE E -

Q. And what you've said is, "Fixing base plate of rebars".

Do we see any spacer bars in this photograph?

A, RE ETA=RR - AET BURW -

Q. Can you point them out?

A. » ~ = (indicating) °

Q. So the ones resting on the blocks? What appear to be
resting on the blocks?

At fTEE -

CHAIRMAN: They are sitting on -- look like half bricks?

MR PENNICOTT: That's right.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: They're spacers.

MR PENNICOTT: They're spacer blocks, yes.

So the spacer bars are the ones -- they are of what
diameter?

Y16 165K
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Q. And they would only be placed at the base; is that
right? You wouldn't find them anywhere else, Jjust at

the base?
A, FT§E -

Q. All right. Now, apart from spacer bars -- I'm sorry
I can't immediately get back to your answer earlier --
apart from spacer bars, help me again, what else would
you use these cutting machines for, apart from cutting

spacer bars? What else?

A, REIVE(EbEE -

Q. Sorry, which iron bar?

A, BM&R12KIEESMAERREIAE - FREEINEERSE - Tt R ol T EasE, o FREE
cut K& BREFAEREBIEEE - MWt ne "B,

Q. So you would use this cutter -- and you've described and
we've seen the photograph --

A, fT#E -

Q. -- for cutting regular rebar, not threaded rebar but
regular rebar, for the purposes of Leighton or MTRC
testing that rebar?

A, 1% BEY] > cutlf1 2ok REEE -

Q. Yes. If you have a 12 metre long bar, as I understand

it, you cut out a metre length --

A, fTgE
Q. -- and that's sent away for the testing?
A, fTgE
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Q.

And that can be a 40 millimetre bar, the ones that we've
seen in the photographs, for example?

% e

Can we get D228 back up, please. So there is no doubt,
Mr Cheung, that the cutter is perfectly capable of
cutting a 40 millimetre rebar?

1788 -

So it's not just confined to Y12 to Y25; it's also
capable of going through a 40 millimetre bar?

e

So we've got spacer bars, we've got the rebar that's for
testing. Any other reason for having the cutter there?
Any other cutter -- cutting any other material?

W ] -

I'm just trying to think, and trying to ask you to think
about, what use you put that cutter to. You've given us
spacer bars to be cut, you've given us the rebar that's
going off for testing. Is there anything else that you
would use the cutter for?

IR R R » HEUERTE AR - AR - R ER - R
AT A GRS AL -

Which bars are you talking about now? Are you talking
about the general rebar?

1785 -

So does that mean that there were occasions when BOSA
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supplied you, despite the process that we discussed

earlier, with rebar that was the wrong length?
JEZIER AN - JEZ ARG TR 5 - (EE R EAE - [FEEEH]
IEFES  AEELcutfEE LT -

Okay. I apologise. So rebar not supplied by BOSA
because that's the threaded rebar, but the general rebar
you were provided with by Leightons, that would at
times, is that right, need to be cut in order to make it
fit?

& 1788 -

And how often did that happen?

EEEE o e -

Once a week? A couple of times a week? A few times

a month? Approximately?

WIRREHER S - JEZ—(E A EE AR -

Okay. Anything else? So we've got three things now.
We've got spacer bars, testing, and now we've got too
long rebar that needs cutting. Anything else?

LK

All right. Just a moment ago, when I asked the question
first off, you referred to, so the transcript says,
"partition walls". Why did you include those words in

your initial answer to my question, "partition walls"?

s (et SRR U TR, - HiEf{Anon-structural wall - HEHY

i > Ry (B SE  es A Ese
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Q.

Right. And you, as I understand it, if I understand
your evidence correctly, had to provide rebar fixing for
certain partition walls; is that correct?

% e

And also I think somebody mentioned at some stage core
walls. Are they the same or different? C-0-R-E, core
walls.

(A

So is what you're telling the Commission that for the
purposes of those walls, rebar fixing had to be done,
reinforcement had to be provided, and that type of bar
would also need to be cut, or may need to be cut?

1788 - 1 -

All right. Could I ask you, please, to be shown another
photograph, photograph E5/1288.

Mr Cheung, I think in the centre of this
photograph -- first of all, let's just give it some
detail -- it's dated 26 August 2015, it's in area C2-3,
and the caption or annotation is "on-site bottom layer
steel fixing work"; do you see that?
hE] -

We see what looks like a piece of machinery in the
centre of the photograph, do you see that, green in

colour?

W] -
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Q. What is it? What is that machine, Mr Cheung?

A, —HER&REERETSEM o JRER ] DUm s -

Q. What types of bar would be cut by this machine?

A, JEZAYL12Z2FY40H A LATT -

Q. Mr Cheung, the workers, it looks like two workers, we
can see, standing by the machine, are they likely to be
Fang Sheung workers?

A, HARE -

Q. Who else would be allowed to use —-- presumably, this
machine belongs to Fang Sheung, does it?

A, JEZfA -

Q. Well, is it? Do you know? You took the photograph.
You were there on 26 August. Who else could it have
belonged to?

A, MRIEFEMTE  UEEY - TEEMEEEGRZH -

Q. Yes, okay. Let's assume it belongs to Fang Sheung.

A. f&e

Q. Who else would have permission to use this machine,
other than Fang Sheung?

A, AT -

Q. And in terms of the way in which the bar is cut, would
this machine cut the bar in a different way than the
hand-held machine that we were talking about earlier?

A, —ERE[E]  RRNE—E G R R R - (BB 5T L%

FHEMAENE R RES T A PRel - WUTTER > UEBPHETRMTELAE -
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Q.

A.

Okay. So this is, if I have understood it correctly,
a bar cutting machine and a bar bending machine? It
does both; is that right?
el
Okay. And if you used that machine for bar cutting,
would the end of the bar, the piece that had been cut,
be in a different form than if you had cut it by the
hand-saw or hand-held saw?
— B -
In what way would they be different?
N R IR TR T B R0 - (Bl & 5T st A CL Bz 5 O0E - AR
Ht FHVE B &k CIER i A ~ PUSBIR T8 - (EEAMILE 2 PHEREHIE
PRI FRIARRNL THLCT o EELRSRIE A e i -
Right. So you would be able to tell the difference
between a bar that had been cut by the big green machine
compared to the hand-held machine?
UEE L o {57 B RA R UETE SEE A -
Okay. If you would be good enough, please, to go back
to the photograph at 228.

Mr Cheung, do you agree that that photograph appears
to show the worker using the hand-held cutter seeking to

cut through the thread of a threaded rebar?

(N

CHAIRMAN: Is this the one that Mr Poon was asked about --

maybe it was --
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MR PENNICOTT: He was asked about it many times, sir.

CHAIRMAN: Yes, and there was a good deal of light, because
this time around it appears to be clearer and does show
thread.

MR PENNICOTT: It does. I'm not sure we were looking at
before. I thought we were looking at this one, I must
say.

MR SHIEH: We were looking at this one and there was some
discussion as to whether or not it shows the cutting of
the threaded end or whether it shows the cutting of the
unthreaded end of a rebar --

CHAIRMAN: That's right.

MR SHIEH: -- which appeared to be placed on top of that
block and there was a discussion when I cross-examined
Mr Poon.

CHATIRMAN: Good, thank you.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: There was, and this time we've got
it blown up on the screen so it's a bit larger, which is
possibly why we're finding it easier to see.

MR PENNICOTT: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Sorry, returning to your witness.

MR PENNICOTT: It's all right. I think I've got a clear
answer.

CHAIRMAN: Which is?

MR PENNICOTT: It was "yes" somewhere up the page.

MR WILKEN: "Correct", [draft] 120, line 2.
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CHAIRMAN: So you will have to assist me. Your question
again was ...?

MR PENNICOTT: The question was:

"Mr Cheung, do you agree that that photograph
appears to show the worker using the hand-held cutter
seeking to cut through the thread of a threaded rebar?

Answer: Correct."

CHAIRMAN: All right.

MR PENNICOTT: If that's right, Mr Cheung, why would he be
doing that?

A, B{ERFRAE B - BHSREEEN AR L cutERRIFAREH » (BRI SURMEEAIER
IR AR (IR - FERF RIS (B MR AR - BASE G E
IEETAF -

CHAIRMAN: Remedial work involving the cutting of a thread,
if in fact that shows the cutting of a thread?

A, ER o WEMERERL - FIEELE -

CHAIRMAN: All right. I think my question is this. If it
is showing the cutting of a thread, you have said that
you would guess that what was being done is some sort of
remedial work, and my question was: what sort of
remedial work would entail cutting a thread?

AL (FRBRHE FRIRGREAIETE ) 2

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry, I don't understand that.

What do you mean "not suitable for use"?

A, OGRS PR - (ERR A HEE -
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CHAIRMAN: Are you saying that the thread would be damaged
in some way and therefore of no value for actually
screwing into a coupler and so you get rid of the
thread?

A. HTJEE -

CHAIRMAN: All right.

MR PENNICOTT: Mr Cheung, I think you said you couldn't see

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

the cutter or the saw itself.

e

Can you not see it? If you look at the thread and you
look at around about 8 o'clock, isn't that part of the

cutter band?
WHEIESHE -
Can you tell whether that's a type A or a type B thread,

Mr Cheung?
sREH
Can't you count the threads?
WEBTE - /RA] LAGEFIETEE -
+=#% -
So closer to a type A? We know type B has about 20 to

21 threads, and normally type A has approximately 10 to

11 threads. Do you agree?
HHHMEGRTEER » P TERE R -
That's what your boss told us.

S F LA -
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Q. All right. Let's move on. No doubt if others have
questions for you about that, they will ask you.

Can I ask you, please, to be shown page 230,

a photograph --

CHAIRMAN: I think, just so that we understand the context,
Prof Hansford is quite right. I think when this
photograph was originally shown to Mr Poon, it was much
smaller, and that's why I remember we were looking at
a bright centre, and nobody was quite sure whether that
was light reflection or whatever, but I think once you
enlarge the photo here, it does show a thread, and
of course it is close to the machine, and I think
Mr Poon said that that's what he saw, a thread being
cut.

MR PENNICOTT: Yes, indeed.

Sir, unfortunately, this photograph, if you look at
our schedule, you can find it in about four or five
different places, and it may be that we were looking at
it somewhere else and it's not quite as well-defined as
it is here. 1I'm not sure.

MR BOULDING: Sir, I don't know whether I can help in this
regard but I certainly have a note that Mr Poon was
asked about what appears to be the same photo at D766,
D767 and D768.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Mr Boulding.

MR PENNICOTT: Just for the purpose of comparison, let's
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just see whether our memories are right. Can we just
look at that.
Yes, that wouldn't have been so helpful. I referred

to a better photograph, sir.

CHAIRMAN: That one 1s better.

MR PENNICOTT: Right. D230. First of all, Mr Cheung,

you've already been positively IDed by your boss, but is
that you on the left of the photograph?

W EEIER A o (B THE R E R HOGE o BEARBEIENY - (%
HVARIFAL TR -

Not wearing a uniform, it would suggest, but there we
are. Right.

WE (- (41 8 7 T R VAR, =

Sort of.

e FEMARE R - PR T IF AR -

You've got a safety vest on, and we know it's September;
it's pretty hot, I expect. You appear to be carrying
some plans or drawings in your left hand.

&0 7785 -

On a more serious note, Mr Cheung, it's Mr Poon, Jason
Poon, who tells us that he took this photograph,
together with a few others we've been looking at. Did
you make any attempt to stop Mr Poon taking this

photograph or any other photograph?

WIERRARO H 22 H kS - SHPEMHIN eSS - M H 785 (A sd A M SR RS -

A Court Reporting Transcript by Epig

112
Day 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Commission of Inquiry into the Diaphragm Wall and Platform Slab Construction
works at the Hung Hom Station Extension under the Shatin to Central Link Project

HE RGO - JUERITEMENE A s - RGIHIEELRE
HUEEAHEESE - PAAEHEETHIER - N Rt iR B - s2 iR
A > ERHETIEM - Air g Ee > BEETTIHEE -

All right. So you have no recollection of ever having
stopped Mr Poon taking photographs, either on this
occasion or any other occasion; is that right?

I o
All right. Can I ask you, please, to look at D232.
This is another photograph taken by Mr Poon --

-

-- so he's told us. Is this a photograph you've seen
before, Mr Cheung?

HEI -

Where did you see this? When did you first see this,
sorry?

SRR -

Right. Again, are you able to tell us, just by -- you
say you can't see the identity of the workers

concerned --

e

-- but are you able to say with any degree of confidence
whether they are Fang Sheung workers or Leighton

workers?
FAIEE] > AR TG - B o @ /TR R BT > [
Ty T BRI & E Rt
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Q.

We've checked some of the records we've been given,

Mr Cheung, and we think we can work out that you had
something of the order of 18 workers working overtime,
that is beyond 5.30 or 6 o'clock, on 22 September, and
we know this photograph was taken at 19 minutes past
six. So you had plenty of workers there at the time,
Mr Cheung, and that's why I'm really asking you the
question. But your evidence is you don't think they're
Fang Sheung workers; is that right?

N R EEIEIEEIERERAEES - B S EE IO T A -
All right. Assume they are not Fang Sheung workers;

they appear to be holding rebar, do you agree?

|
il

It's difficult to tell precisely what they are doing
but, if they are not Fang Sheung workers, why would they
be there dealing with rebar, which is the work Fang
Sheung is supposed to be doing? Can you think of any
reason why workers other than Fang Sheung workers would

be handling this rebar?

£

WIERE EGEGRIOZATA - BEORIEEEmEES - AE G >
TAMAFETHENES (5 -

All right. From your experience, and looking at the
photograph, Mr Cheung, do you think that that is the
operation that's taking place, that they're trying to

screw the rebar into the D-wall?
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A, fke

Q. Okay. Could I ask you then, please, to go back, and can
we look, please, at the photograph at 227.

First of all, Mr Cheung, can you help us with the
machine that we can see in this photograph; do you see
that machine? 1Is that a Fang Sheung piece of machinery
or not?

A, TB{RIZHEL -

Q. And do you say that because the answer you gave us
earlier was that you had two similar cutting machines,
the red one that we saw in the previous photograph, and
no other hand-held machines? Is that how you deduce
that?

A, IO TERE - THEEEI LR -

Q. Do you have any recollection of this machine being on
the site? It seems to be in the middle of the rebar.
We know -- we think it's area C2-5, it could be Cl-4,
taken on 4 September at 9.05 in the morning. Have you
any recollection of this machine at all?

A, BUDWEMIRRESELEE - BRI PO IAEL - s HARITEEA R -

Q. Which other sub-contractors might have this type of
machine?

AL PRERMETE AR o

Q. Are you able to tell us, or help us, with what's

actually going on --
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A.

A.

e
-- here? Can you tell us?

BEAHIEEEE » (BRI R IE(E cut B WE i -

Now, as I understand it, Mr Cheung -- correct me if I am
wrong -- these are not Fang Sheung workers; is that
correct?

—EME A

So if these workers are, as you say, cutting rebar, why
would they be doing that?

FRAC IR B BAE AR T - TP E et sl & - EZEcutPE -
Yes, but why would these non-Fang Sheung workers -- why
would they be doing that operation? You're supposed to
be doing the rebar and the rebar fixing. Why are these

workers, non-Fang Sheung workers, cutting the rebar?

I P b A A -

CHAIRMAN: But would you agree they appear to be doing

A.

whatever they're doing at your workface, on your
worksite? They are standing on a latticework of rebars,
some of which are butting up against a wall. This is

your area of work, is it not?

1188 -

CHAIRMAN: Would you expect to find other sub-contractors

just coming on to the site and cutting rebars,
without -- you're the foreman -- clearing it through you

and getting the okay from you?
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A.

PR Ry — - SRBBAH A EES - (EME fRout RIS - PeuaC e - - aREEAH R

M - FRBHAS 7R E 2R oo B LA R A8 5 » SEpicERBEIGR] -

CHAIRMAN: Yes, but you have to forgive me: I'm in charge of

A.

this small section of people. They are at our workface
in the sense that we're actually standing on rebars, and
a couple of guys come along with a cutter and start
cutting rebar. What I'm going to do is go across and

sort of say, "Hello, what are you doing?"

EFE o WERIIGHIGEEE - TG R ERL > FIERERS -

CHAIRMAN: All right. But if you were there, and if they

were just cutting other rebars that you didn't need,
I imagine you would tell them to go away and cut them

somewhere else, wouldn't you?

Ao fT8E > WFRMEMER TS - BOCEFREMTEEEE - RGIEX
B -

CHAIRMAN: Yes. So what we have, then -- please forgive
me -- is here we've got a photograph, and I understand

your puzzlement because you weren't there, but you're
able to say these are not Fang Sheung workers, not your
machine, and they seem to be cutting rebar at your
workplace, and then you also have another earlier
photograph of somebody bending over and cutting what
appears to be a rebar, perhaps even a thread, again on
your workplace. That's 22 September. You weren't

present for that either, that you can recall? If you
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want to go back to that photograph, you can, of course.
It would be the right thing to do.
What number is that, Mr Pennicott?

MR PENNICOTT: 228. That one?

CHAIRMAN: Yes, this one here, if we enlarge that -- there
we go -- again, that appears to be at your workplace,
where you would be in charge. There are certainly the

threads of a rebar very central. Whether it's being cut

or not, one can't say definitively. You don't recall
being present? It's a long time ago.

A, f78E - WRBAESEE - e—EgIHL -

CHAIRMAN: Okay.

COMMISSIONER HANSFORD: Sorry, there's a point that I don't
yet fully understand. Can we go back, please, to D227,
where I think, Mr Cheung, you said these workers who
were not Fang Sheung workers are cutting a rebar that's
not one of your rebars. Is that what you said? What
are they cutting?

A, HEREHERSEE - JREEEIE R St -

CHATRMAN: Would that be unusual, to have people at your
workplace where you're responsible for the integrity of
the bars that are bent and fitted, to have people
suddenly appearing with a machine and doing some
cutting?

A, IHEEZRATB(E M T (B T - FRSERCERE > A HAREER S - (P AL
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IEE T FER TP FEE AN » {40K 2

MR PENNICOTT: All right. Sir, perhaps we could adjourn now
and perhaps I will review what's been said and see
whether we need to go back to it.

CHAIRMAN: Yes. Thank you very much indeed.

MR PENNICOTT: Sir, could we just have a brief conversation
about timetabling?

CHAIRMAN: Yes.

HOUSEZKEZEPTING

MR PENNICOTT: Because, as you are aware —-- Mr Cheung, you
perhaps ought to listen to this -- we have Mr Plummer
first thing in the morning from Australia, Perth,
starting at 10 o'clock. 1I'm afraid I don't know how
long his examination and cross-examination is going to
last, but obviously what will then have to happen is
when he's finished, we will have to ask Mr Cheung to
come back, and I will continue questioning him.

I imagine I'm going to be perhaps another hour to

an hour and a half, because I'm afraid there are quite
a lot of photographs I want to look at with him and some
other material as well. So that could take a good chunk
of tomorrow afternoon. It's just a question of whether
you want to fix a particular time for Mr Cheung to come
back or whether we just ask him to be here in the
morning and be available for when we finish Mr Plummer,

whatever is convenient.

A Court Reporting Transcript by Epig

119
Day 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Commission of Inquiry into the Diaphragm Wall and Platform Slab Construction 120
works at the Hung Hom Station Extension under the Shatin to Central Link Project Day 13

CHAIRMAN: Has there been any discussion as to how long we
think en masse we are going to require the attention of
Mr Plummer?

MR PENNICOTT: I think I will probably be no longer
20 minutes to half an hour, at most. As I think
everybody now knows, Mr Plummer has produced another
witness statement today, which in fact I think is going
to shorten things, because he's dealt with in that
witness statement a number of matters I was going to ask
him to look at anyway, so that's certainly going to
shorten matters. But I don't know how my learned
friends are fixed in terms of questions for Mr Plummer.

MR BOULDING: Sir, at the moment, we have no questions, at
the moment.

CHAIRMAN: Fine. Thank you.

MR TO: 20 minutes.

MR KHAW: I will be no more than 30 minutes.

MR SHIEH: The whole point of putting in a responsive
statement by Mr Plummer to address some of the evidence
which came up last week is to shorten matters, so for
the in-chief I doubt whether I have anything to top up,
and for re-examination, obviously it depends on the
outcome of everyone else's questioning.

CHATIRMAN: Of course. Thank you.

Ms Chong?

MS CHONG: I have no questions for Mr Plummer.
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MR PENNICOTT: It looks to me, broadly speaking, we're
talking about a maximum of two hours on that basis,
possibly slightly less. We can perhaps invite Mr Cheung
to be here at midday.

CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Mr Cheung, as you have heard, we are taking evidence
by way of videolink with another country tomorrow
morning. That's starting at 10.00. We estimate that we
will be concluded by midday, that's 12 noon, and we
would be pleased if you could be here tomorrow at

12 noon, ready to continue with your evidence.

WITNESS: HAH » ¥R -

CHAIRMAN: I do have to say this to you. A bit like a lot
of building works, courts can also go on longer than
anticipated; all right? So if you get here and at
quarter past 12 we are still involved with our
videolink, please be patient.

WITNESS: FREE B -

CHAIRMAN: There's just one final thing. You are now giving
your evidence, and you are not permitted, when you are
giving your evidence, until it is completed, to discuss
your evidence with anybody else. Do you understand me?

WITNESS: SE£HHH -

CHAIRMAN: I don't say this in any way as a criticism, but
when you get out of court, especially if you're dealing

with people who aren't used to giving evidence or maybe
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have given evidence already, they are often naturally
and in good faith very keen to hear what you had to say,
and maybe even give you advice. Now, that you're not
permitted to do. Do you understand me?

WITNESS: HAH » EfF > IITHHLEE -

CHAIRMAN: There's no way to answer that! Thank you very
much. 10 am tomorrow morning.

(5.03 pm)

(The hearing adjourned until 10.00 am the following day)
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